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VOICE OF 2025 FELLOWS

Dr. Petr Straumal

| @ Senior Researcher

[ Russia )

A.A.Baikov Institute of Metallurgy and Materials Science, Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russia

Long way to Japan

The way to my scholarship stay in Japan was a
long one. My application was chosen in 2019, and
the planned start of the stay should have been the
September 2020. But in 2020, the global pandemic
started, and the Matsumae International Foundation
suggested postponing the trip. | was amazed by that
fact. At the moment when many companies and foun-
dations canceled their programs and operations, the
MIF went on with their work and followed their mis-
sion. The next years did not give a chance to come
to Japan, too, but the MIF still did not cancel their
promise. So, in October 2025, | could finally come to
Japan after 4 years of waiting.

That is why | can truly say that my trip is a symbol
of the main goal of the Matsumae International Foun-
dation to «endure peace and friendship among all na-
tions of the world ... by inviting overseas researchers
of outstanding academic calibers, regardless of race,
gender, religion, or ideology. » | have always believed
that the personal contact between ordinary people,
the horizontal connections, and cooperative proj-
ects can hold the world together and fight the hatred
which divides countries and nations.

Because of that, my stay in Japan became espe-
cially precious to me. In my career, | spent a lot of
time in research institutions in Germany. | like to go
abroad for research trips. Usually, they motivate me,
speed up the work, and bring new ideas from discus-
sions with foreign colleagues. Unfortunately the last 4
years, | had no such possibilities.

But the trip to Japan was not exactly the same in
my perspective since | don't speak Japanese. | had,
as many foreigners, an image of very strict rules and
hierarchy in Japan. Luckily, all my concerns vanished
when | came to my receiving laboratory of Prof. Kato,
where | work under the supervision of Assoc. Prof.
Wada in the Institute for Materials Research, Tohoku
University. The attitude here is not different from that
in European laboratories. The colleagues are friendly
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and helpful. | have great possibilities to conduct my
research. And | hope for some future collaboration,
when the global situation will allow, too.

For Japan itself, it pleased me with its convenience.
| thought it would be complicated to get around, but
with ample denotation and modern smartphone navi-
gation and translation, anyone can easily get around,
order food, and so on.

| am deeply grateful to the Matsumae Foundation
team, who did not turn from their path towards a
peaceful and united future.

January 2026
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Researcher

B

its Impacts (IFAECI)
{ Argentina ]}

Dr. Nicolas J. Cosentino

Center of Ocean and Atmospheric Research (CIMA), French-Argentine Institute of Studies on Climate and

Special Experience in Japan

As | wrap up my 6-month trip to Japan, | look back at all
the experiences | have been through, and | cannot but
smile. From the forging of long-lasting academic rela-
tionships, exciting new science, new friends, unforget-
table travels, and deep learning, | return to Argentina a
better, more complex person. This is a character-build-
ing experience that | will always cherish.

As is usually the case with me, academic visits
allow me to get to know foreign cultures, beyond
superficial tourist escapades. Since | can recall, the
word "Japan" has been shrouded in mystery. Indeed,

6 7 AICb 725 HARTOWAE#EZ, TNETOREEIRD
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before this trip, | had no academic ties to Japan, but
a strong desire to connect to this country. Six months
after my arrival, | feel | understand better what Japan
and its people are, what they offer to the world, and
what we as foreigners can offer Japan.

When | learned of the scholarship offered by the
Matsumae International Foundation (MIF), | immedi-
ately set it upon myself to find a colleague in Japan
with whom | shared a scientific interest. The name "Dr.
Akinori Ito" from the Japan Agency for Marine-Earth
Science and Technology (JAMSTEC) quickly came to
mind, and upon a first email contact, Akinori and | pre-
pared a research project and submitted it to the MIF.

The experience has been very positive from even
before reaching Japan. The MIF has provided great
support, both financially, logistically, and in other re-
spects as well. | appreciate the effort to imbue the fel-
low's visit with cultural context, most clearly through
the study tour to Hiroshima, but also through a strong
introduction to the legacy of Dr. Shigeyoshi Matsu-
mae. This fellowship is not just a scientific visit. If one
is open and willing, it can also be a deep dive into
Japanese culture and into the ideals of international
peace put forward by Dr. Matsumae.

| would like to thank the MIF and JAMSTEC, as in-
stitutions, but also to their people, who have helped
make my trip a special one. Now | return to Argentina
with a strong desire to spread the word about Jap-
anese academia, Dr. Matsumae's legacy, and more
generally, about Japan.

December 2025
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| @ Senior Lecturer, Head of Department

[ Burkina Faso ]

Dr. Anankpetinan Prosper Dabire

Ecole Normale Supérieure, Institut des Sciences et de Technologie, Département de Sciences de la Vie et de la Terre

The Important Journey to Japan

| came to Japan from July 1 to December 31, 2025,
for research purposes. My research project was con-
ducted entirely at Shizuoka University in collaboration
with Dr. Masakazu Suzuki, with whom we have a re-

3202547 H1 A2 512 H31 HECHARICHAEL ., B
KETHRIEALEA LRI 7O 2 7 ML EL
720 WFET =< [ BAKRBICBIUF DT 7UAY AT TV B L
CF I aryF ORSEFIECBT B T #ARFL
BV ZERE/ TITRI)CROEI R E | T, FIEE.



search partnership. The research
project that brought me to Japan
is entitled “Physiological role of the
neurohypophyseal  hormone/re-
ceptor/aquaporin system in water
homeostasis of Xenopus tropicalis
and Sclerophrys regularis under
dehydration.” When | arrived, | was
given a very warm welcome at the
laboratory, and work began very
quickly. | was surprised to see how
helpful everyone was, but it wasn't
just the people—the equipment
was also readily available.

At first, | found the pace of work a little fast, but |
quickly got used to it and felt very comfortable. Over-
all, the work went well, and we achieved good results.
| improved my skills in my research field, but also in
research techniques such as PCR, histology in gen-
eral, and cloning using bacteria such as Escherichia
coli. In addition to this, | participated in scientific con-
ferences that were very rich in knowledge sharing.
Overall, | have been very pleasantly surprised since
coming to Japan (Shizuoka). My surprise went even
further with the many trips | took. | was able to visit
Sendai, Tokyo, Azumino, and Hiroshima, where | ad-
mired the beauty of these cities and Japanese culture
(Okonomiyaki). | also visited Joren Falls and Mount
Fuji, two wonders of nature. All these images will re-
main unforgettable memories.

In the coming years, | will be able to write projects
in a clearer and more competitive manner. | will be
able to conduct similar research, contributing effec-
tively to the training of master's and doctoral stu-
dents in Burkina Faso and elsewhere in the world.
The impact on teaching will also be very significant.
The skills | have acquired will be used to improve the
quality of my courses. Another very important aspect
is the sharing | will have with my colleagues and stu-
dents about the Matsumae International Foundation,
life in Japan, research, and other topics.

| would like to take this opportunity to express my
gratitude to the Matsumae International Foundation for
providing the funding that made all of this possible.

Thank you very much.

December 2025
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E Dr. Mahomud Abdelnabi

( Egypt 1

Physics Department, Faculty of Science, Ain Shams University, Cairo, Egypt

Assistant Professor

Scientific research is about innovation

My name is Mahmoud ABDELNABI, and | am an As-
sistant Professor of Physics at Ain Shams University,
holding a Ph.D. in Materials Science from Sapienza
University of Rome, lItaly. During my doctoral stud-
ies, | focused on the synthesis, functionalization, and
characterization of advanced two-dimensional ma-
terials, aiming to develop innovative materials with
tailored properties for applications in electronics, en-
ergy storage, and nanotechnology. This experience
strengthened my belief that scientific research is not
only about discovery but also about innovation that
bridges knowledge with practical impact.

What brought me to Japan was a prior collabora-
tion between my lab in Rome and my host profes-
sor’s laboratory here. During that collaboration, the
Japanese team provided high-quality, precisely engi-
neered samples, giving me valuable hands-on prac-
tical experience in materials research. That exposure
left a deep impression, showing me the meticulous
care, precision, and creativity inherent in their work. |
realized that joining their laboratory would allow me to
immerse myself fully in an environment where techni-
cal excellence, innovation, and reflection coexist, and
where | could further develop both my research skills
and philosophical understanding of science.

Since arriving in Japan, | have been continually in-
spired by the harmony between rigor and creativity in
both research and daily life. In the laboratory, | have
learned that every experiment is more than a proce-
dure — it is a dialogue with ideas, colleagues, and the
material itself. Challenges become opportunities for
learning, and collaboration transforms isolated tasks
into shared discovery. Beyond the lab, experiencing
Japanese culture has deepened my appreciation
for patience, mindfulness, and balance — qualities
that shape not only scientific work but also personal
growth and ethical responsibility.

Looking ahead, | aim to integrate the lessons
learned in Japan into my work in Egypt and beyond.

RIL=R-TTTFNFEEHLET A F)T7OE—T T4
Xy RETHRFRHEOM L 52U L, =27 MoT74
VX DARFCTYBFOMBEHOTOET, ML RET
VL SENE R EL O A BRBEAL. SRR RIS HE p Ay
T, TLrba=J A, TANVF—IF, /77 ay -5
ADISHIZENF T, HAZ <A ZEN T2 Fr o B Y 7
MR OBSEHIBLE L. COREREZBLT, BHpmigeid
LT TR, MRS EHN BRI /) RX—T g
YTOHHEVITEEERELEL .

FAASHARIZE-DIE, u—~<DOWf%e=s, HADSZ ANE
B EHOWREEOM TR FMBIZEZ L T2 el
EoMFTLIZ. ZOLFMIRIZBWT, HRDF — 435
TR ISR AN U VR L, MERHF SRS BT
LAEELEBRREEAERGIENTELIL 2 ZORERAELH
ZATHRD, DO HICNAE T ML OE R, RS, L
TRLEMEHDOL7-0CLE L7z OO ER b LI E
T BT AR, BEHE, L CREAAE T A BB
SEAITRIAL AFFEAF IV ER T 3 2 F WL E5
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LW LIRS D FIATIERL 7477, W, ZLTH
BZDLDEDWFETHHILEFVF LIz, WHEIZF OB
X, W3 A DVEERLBOTE MANEEZE T, B
FZE DI TR HARSLR KRBT 528 T, Zii 71, LodHh
Jiv FUINT VAR EANOBFARENE L2 Zhbid, F
R RFFE 2T T A DR B LGP HE2 AL E
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| hope to advance research in materials science by
applying advanced experimental techniques, foster-
ing international collaboration, and mentoring stu-
dents to cultivate curiosity, resilience, and integrity. |
also aspire to contribute to a generation of research-
ers who see science not as an isolated achievement,
but as a shared journey of knowledge, innovation,
and societal benefit.

Ultimately, the MIF fellowship has been a trans-
formative experience—scientifically, personally, and
philosophically. It has expanded my perspective,
strengthened my research philosophy, and reinforced
my belief in the power of curiosity, reflection, and col-
laboration. | am profoundly grateful for this opportuni-
ty and committed to carrying these lessons forward,
contributing thoughtfully to science, society, and the
global research community in the years to come.

January 2026
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Dr. Ivan Kraus

Associate Professor, Head of Laboratory

B

[ Croatia J

Faculty of Civil Engineering and Architecture Osijek, Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek

The Study Tour to Understand
the Importance of Peace

When | applied for the Matsumae International Founda-
tion fellowship, | sought both professional and personal
growth. As a civil engineer and professor in Croatia, |
have long researched traditional earthen houses- sus-
tainable but earthquake-prone structures that still house
millions of people around the world. The MIF pro-
gramme and Professor Takayoshi Aoki at Nagoya City
University gave me the opportunity to learn from leading
experts and build a bridge between Croatia and Japan.

When | arrived in Japan, | felt both excitement and
humility. Life here is full of contrasts, reminding me of
the balance between tradition and modernity. In Na-
goya, | pass a small shrine on my way to a modern
campus or hear the silence of a teahouse near a busy
railway station. Everyday details- from efficient public
transport to the friendliness of shop workers- have
become lessons in discipline, respect, and harmony.

My host lab welcomed me warmly. Conversations
with colleagues about research, food, and traditions
soon turned into friendships. The study trip organized
by the MIF moved me deeply. Standing in front of the Hi-
roshima Peace Memorial, | understood Dr. Matsumae's
philosophy: science and technology must be guided by
a moral compass. | realized how fragile life is - it can
disappear in a second - while the pursuit of power can
bring suffering to generations. This lesson reminds me

B - A RO S ERD, MIF 7 20—y
WIBZELEL 2 2707 F 7O LR THHEL T, RITRER
M LERBEEIEL CEE L2 SNOLOREIEFER T
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ATWET , MIF 707 I 0041 BT K EOFARZE R
Eid, —HOBEMRPSFED, 707 FTEAROEIAGE 4L
FEREEE G 2 TNEL

HARCEI A L7, BELHE 2SR bICEINELZ. &
CTOAEFTI T AN MBI, ZHEBUED T2
ZRHTRELSETUNE T i ETIE BN EeFro8
ANAHD BTN S 2 ) B X720, R 072 BRIE
TEIEJEOFHFSEHICLIZOLE T RhEm % 433 m ik
25 0E BB ST T, O Dl k)5, Bk
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Bez ik, BUEDTX Dol LR B E Kb 5720 L EL 720
HAGEZ =27 VAICEATOUET [ TAFEA [ EWH—F
T, IR EHORFHEL T LN TEE T, brokliz
DBV, HADIEOERN TS, 707 F7OHFERL
SRR T3 BNz ADHE, A 23 A ILOB TR,
JE R TORIUIEBRHEE R WREIbINE T, BT
2503 avRBLTIERFEAL DT AL THTEIM A
WON—=NVTHLDDEIN,
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5 ETEETT, 2O70—Iy 712X, Gy —L%
FIHCTEBHEAREMHLEHIC, BENMRIIZT—FRET
WIAT T A =T U REE WG FLCOILBOME D
DBETHBI LTI,



to remain humble, seek understanding, and work for a
better world characterized by peace and prosperity.

Beyond research, | explored Japanese culture with
curiosity. | enjoyed climbing indoor walls and meeting
friends. | wandered through the temples of Kyoto and
tastedfoods | could never haveimagined. The Japanese
language is nuanced; even a word like “sumimasen”
has meanings ranging from apology to gratitude. Em-
pathy is shown daily in small gestures. Everyday life is
in contrast to Croatia: umbrellas are opened on sunny
days, people sleep in public, farewells after an izakaya
include bows and long goodbyes, and cars rarely honk
as if patience is a shared rule.

In my research, | have developed non-linear numer-
ical models to predict the seismic behavior of earthen
houses. This work is important to understand their per-
formance and propose guidelines that can strengthen
cultural heritage against earthquakes. The fellowship
gave me access to advanced tools but also taught me
that good research depends not only on data and mod-
els, but also on openness, dialogue, and shared values.

Looking to the future, | want to bring these experienc-
es back to Croatia. | aim to apply Japanese precision
and resilience in my research and teaching. The fellow-
ship has opened doors to collaborations, and | hope
that the network will continue to grow. By connecting
Croatia and Japan, we can contribute to global knowl-
edge about sustainable building and a culture of peace.

Finally, I would like to thank the Matsumae International
Foundation for this opportunity, Aoki-sensei for his men-
torship, and Ms. Yuka Amano for her kind support. This
fellowship was more than just research; it was a lesson
in humanity, friendship, and responsibility for the future.

September 2025
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Lecturer

B

[ Zimbabwe }

Dr. Tariro Tecla Manhongo

Department of Chemical Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, National University of Science and Technology
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A Memorable Journey to Japan:
A Biorefinery Odyssey

MIFTRFTOD6 r A OWAEZIRDED L, L =L
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As | reflect on my six-month journey to Kobe Universi-
ty, Japan, | am filled with gratitude and nostalgia. The
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Matsumae International Foundation's generous fund-
ing allowed me to immerse myself in a world-class
research environment, surrounded by state-of-the-art
equipment, esteemed researchers, and scholars in
biorefining and genetic modification of microbial sys-
tems for sustainable development.

Setting foot in Japan, | was struck by the country’s
efficiency, tranquillity, and safety, where cutting-edge
technological advances seamlessly blended with tra-
ditional culture, creating an unparalleled atmosphere
of innovation and harmony. The respect for time was
palpable — every moment was precious, and punctu-
ality was a given. My Japanese colleagues' dedica-
tion to their work was inspiring, and their attention to
detail was remarkable. Japan's orderliness and con-
sistency were evident everywhere — from the neatly
organized streets to the meticulous presentation of
food. The sense of responsibility was palpable, and
it was inspiring to see how everyone contributed to
maintaining the country's cleanliness and beauty.

My time at Kobe University was a masterclass in
biorefinery excellence. | worked closely with renowned
researchers, both eager to teach and eager to learn,
and | greatly benefited from their vast experience and
expertise in microbial systems and biorefinery opti-
mization. The university's cutting-edge facilities and
resources enabled me to explore new ideas and tech-
niques, which | eagerly applied to my research. But
it was the people who truly made my experience un-
forgettable. The warmth and respect with which | was
welcomed extended far beyond the lab. Every inter-
action was infused with a deep sense of respect — for
each other, for time, and for the work at hand. Whether
it was a simple conversation or a complex research
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discussion, every moment was valued.

My experiences on the Shinkansen were a highlight
of my stay. The bullet train's precision and speed were a
marvel, but it was the quiet efficiency of the passengers
that left a lasting impression. Everyone was focused,
working, or reading — it was a testament to the culture's
emphasis on productivity and respect for others.

The Matsumae International Foundation's support
extended far beyond financial assistance. Their warm
hospitality and guidance made me feel at home, even
in a foreign land. The foundation's commitment to fos-
tering international collaboration is truly commendable.

As | look back, | am grateful for the friendships
forged and memories created. The connections |
made will undoubtedly lead to future collaborations
and research endeavors. | eagerly anticipate the
next opportunity to return to Japan and continue our
shared pursuit of biorefinery innovation.

Kobe, Japan, you will always hold a special place in
my heart. Arigatou gozaimashita! (Thank you very much!)

December 2025

VOICE OF 2025 FELLOWS
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Dr. Carlos Cadena

Associate Professor

B

[ Colombia }

Policy and Development Department, EAFIT University

Days of Deep Learning in Japan

As an Associate Professor at EAFIT University in
Medellin (Colombia) researching community-based
adaptation to climate change, what brought me to
Japan was the opportunity to work with Professor
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Akiko Okabe at the University of Tokyo. | am inter-
ested in the intersections between community au-
tonomy, urban resilience, and housing—ideas that
strongly echo John C. Turner's Housing by People,
a book that has shaped my understanding of self-
built environments and the power of communities
to determine their own futures. Professor Okabe's
long-standing work in Perl, Mexico, and Venezuela,
where she has collaborated directly with neighbor-
hoods confronting precarious housing and climate
vulnerabilities, provided a natural connection to the
Latin American context | engage with in Colombia.

Yet, coming to Japan has transformed me in ways |
could not have anticipated. | once viewed Japan mostly
through the lens of a developed nation, but what | found
is a country with a profound soul—one where people
constantly go out of their way to help each other, where
symbolism permeates everyday life, and where a col-
lective quest for peace shapes the national identity.

Our MIF trip to Hiroshima was life-changing, reveal-
ing a society that has not only memorialized tragedy
but turned it into an enduring ethical commitment to
dignity, coexistence, and nonviolence. This deepened
my admiration for Japan, especially when studying
the legacy of Professor Shigeyoshi Matsumae, who
embodied the spirit of a relentless fighter for global
peace. His vision emphasized the need to strengthen
the influence of science in political decision-making,
and despite the temporal and geographic distance, |
feel the same imperative today as a professor in Co-
lombia: that scientific knowledge must inform public
policy if we are to address climate change, inequality,
and territorial challenges responsibly.

Japan has also shown me how academic ecosys-
tems can effectively integrate scientific rigor, commu-
nity wisdom, and long-term planning. In the coming
years, | hope to continue fostering collaboration be-
tween EAFIT and the University of Tokyo through re-
search, academic exchanges, and joint initiatives on
climate adaptation, housing, and public policy. | will
carry with me the lessons of Japan’s kindness, sym-
bolism, discipline, and unwavering commitment to
human dignity, which will shape my work with commu-
nities in Colombia and throughout the emerging world.

Gracias.

December 2025
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MESSAGES FROM PARTNERS

For researchers at Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM),
the fellowship offered by the Matsumae International
Foundation (MIF) is widely regarded as a prestigious
and life-shaping opportunity. It is more than an over-
seas research attachment; it is a journey that brings
together scientific excellence, cultural immersion,
and meaningful international engagement. Within
USM, the MIF fellowship is seen as a rare opportunity
that not only shapes individual researchers but also
strengthens long-term research ties between Malay-
sia and Japan.

My own journey in Japan under the MIF program
was deeply meaningful, both professionally and per-
sonally. | was attached to the Environmental Micro-
biology Laboratory at the Nara Institute of Science
and Technology (NAIST), under the mentorship of
Professor Dr. Shosuke Yoshida, with additional guid-
ance from Dr. Min-Fey Chek. From the very begin-
ning, | was immersed in a research environment
defined by discipline, precision, and respect for
process. | gained substantial hands-on experience
in genomic analysis, protein expression, and protein
purification, which significantly enhanced my techni-
cal competence and confidence as a scientist. More
importantly, the Japanese approach to research re-
shaped how | think about scientific rigor, patience,
and mentorship.

What made my experience truly unforgettable,
however, were the people. The laboratory members
were exceptionally kind and welcoming, and we
spent time together both in and outside the lab. We
shared meals, had informal discussions, and oc-

[ Malaysia ]

casional outings, creating a warm and supportive
environment. These interactions formed sweet and
lasting memories that extended far beyond academic
work and remain among my most cherished experi-
ences in Japan.

Living in Japan also allowed me to enjoy the
country beyond academic life. | had the opportuni-
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ty to travel to several cities, including Osaka, Nara,
Kyoto, Tokyo, Hiroshima, Toyama, and Kanazawa.
Each place offered a unique perspective on Japan’s
history, culture, and values. | was deeply impressed
by the harmony between tradition and modernity, the
respect for nature, and the strong sense of order and
social responsibility. The cleanliness, efficiency, and
overall way of life left a profound impression, and |
truly grew to love the country.

After returning to Malaysia, the MIF experience
continued to guide my path. | have since been ac-
tively strengthening Japan-Malaysia research col-
laboration through a joint research project involving
USM, Farmship Inc., Toyohashi University of Technol-
ogy, and Idemitsu Kosan Co., Ltd., focusing on the
study and application of local photosynthetic bacte-
ria. This ongoing collaboration reflects the true spirit
of the MIF fellowship—sustained partnership beyond
borders.

As an MIF alumnus and as a scientist, | now see
myself as a bridge between Japan and Malaysia,
committed to advancing collaborative science, men-
toring young researchers, and contributing to interna-
tional understanding through research. | am deeply
grateful to the Matsumae International Foundation for
this life-shaping opportunity. The MIF fellowship did
not end when | left Japan; rather, it marked the be-
ginning of a lifelong connection grounded in science,
friendship, and mutual respect.

December 2025
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MESSAGES FROM PARTNERS

B

Shadows That Still Speak: A husband and
father’s reflection on the consequences of
a war

Associate Professor, Ts.

[ Malaysia ]

In 2019, | left my wife, who had just delivered our one-
month-old baby, along with our four other young chil-
dren, in Malaysia. | travelled alone to Japan to begin
my three-month stay as a visiting scientist at Taiyu
Kensetsu Co., Ltd., Nagoya, Japan with fully support-
ed by the Matsumae International Foundation (MIF).
| was reluctant to go. The timing felt impossible, but
my dear, strong wife kept reminding me, “You will
never get this opportunity again, grab it and make it
meaningful.” She has been sacrificed so much since
the beginning of our marriage. Little did | know that
this journey would transform the way | see war, re-
sponsibility, and humanity.

Life reflection on the war and
its consequences
During my stay, one of the most profound experi-
ences was my visit to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Park in the center of Hiroshima, Japan. The images,
the testimonies, the burnt shadows had been carved
permanently into my memory. In those quiet halls, |
felt the weight of a tragedy that no words can truly
express.

| was reminded again and again that in any war, no
matter what the reason or justification, it is rarely the
decision-makers who suffer first. War has no winners
among the innocent, who are women, kids, infants, the
elderly, and ordinary citizens whose lives vanish in a
heartbeat.

The Malaysian students ......

Amid the stories that struck me were those of three
Malaysian students studying in Hiroshima when the
atomic bomb fell. Nik Yusof and Syed Omar lost their
lives in the bombing. Abdul Razak, in particular, was
highlighted in the museum for his courage. Despite
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his own injuries and fear, he did everything he could
to help and support other survivors. The stories re-
mind us that even in the darkest moments, compas-
sion survives.

Sharing with my students,

and hope for the world

| often share these reflections with my students. | want
them to understand that every decision we make is
critical. Power must always be guided by humanity.
Too often, we chase pride, power, or the feeling of
being “right,” without realizing that our ego can shat-
ter the peace of those we love most. Strength is not
in dominance or victory. True strength is in protect-
ing, nurturing, and choosing peace even when an-
ger feels easier. Seeing the sacrifices of wives and
mothers during the tragedy, based on what | have
observed, and even in my own home, reminded me
that women carry burdens they did not choose. As
men, we owe them better. Responsibility is not about
authority; it is about accountability.

“‘What | saw in the museum has never left me. The
narrative of winners and losers, of who is right or wrong,
is not what matters to me at that moment. What truly mat-
ters and what pains me deeply is that “men decide, yet
women and children suffer.”

November 2025
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Reunion in Paris

SHDEREHSNDERERFZTHS

We are writing you about a nice coincidence
of three MIF Fellows who met at the UNESCO
Paris in high Level Expert Meeting on Tsunamis.

The name of meeting was UNESCO-IOC
Expert Meeting on Tsunami Sources Associat-
ed with Hellenic Arc and Azores—Gibraltar Fault
Zone in the North-Eastern Atlantic, the Mediter-
ranean, and Connected Seas (NEAM) Region.
This meeting was held in Paris, from 18th to
20th March, 2025. 20 experts representing sev-
eral types of expertise focusing on the seismic,
volcanic, and landslide tsunami sources was
participated. Scientists with expertise in marine
geology, tectonics, seismotectonics, seismolo-
gy, tsunami science, numerical modeling, and
probabilistic methods presented reviews and
recent results about the tsunamigenic sources
in the NEAM region. Special emphasis was giv-
en to the Hellenic Arc and on the Azores-Gibral-
tar Fracture Zone. It has been a privilege to be
part of this effort!

Many thanks to the MIF for your continued
commitment to advancing science and for
creating opportunities that enable sustained
growth, mentorship, and inspiration across
generations. We thank again the MIF for the
valuable support and fellowship, which facilitat-
ed promotion in our academic and professional
lives with Japanese experience. All the best.
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RIGHT

Dr. Ahmet Cevdet Yalciner
(Turkiye) (MIF Fellow 1987)

LEFT

Dr. Mohammad Heidarzadeh
(Iran) (MIF Fellow 2011)

CENTER

Dr. loanna Triantafyllou
(Greece) (MIF Fellow 2023)

WIS 74— A% YT, RO TEEE, HudhiiE ) O
T RS RIS O FE WIS A PO W TR T OB TR A3
BHEN TRILCHE B> DEm DR SNE L7z, A2
3D BINTEI - ERTERITE T T,

H5720T, FHEOFRICHEICR L, AL
EZZTAFR KR, AV Y=y T, ZLTA Y AE
L—a & RIS T A% B I LT 7 i [ 15
AP NG EDEH L EFEd, EBART HETO
B B TR B ORI - M e ) TR A
B TLAES o7l S A M R o &34k E 7«
U=y 7SO EH AL LIFEY, B0 S BOFEEL
el ThFEd,

16

SHANLAVA

2
<2}
7
z
2
2]
7
z
=
=




17

THE MIF NEWSLETTER,/ Bilingual Edition No.11

Promotion

Dr. Virgilio Julius P. Manzano, Jr.

University President
Mariano Marcos State University

How the Matsumae International
Foundation Shaped My Journey of
Leadership and Service

My academic and leadership journey has
been profoundly shaped by my experience as
a Matsumae International Foundation (MIF)
Fellow in 2009. At a formative stage of my
career, the fellowship provided not only ad-
vanced research exposure but, more impor-
tantly, a global perspective on scholarship,
leadership, and service. These are the values
that continue to guide me as | aspire to serve
as President of Mariano Marcos State University (MMSU).

The MIF experience immersed me in an international re-
search environment where excellence was inseparable from
discipline, humility, and purpose. Engaging with scholars from
diverse cultural and academic traditions expanded my under-
standing of how science and innovation can directly respond
to societal needs. Japan’s strong culture of precision, long-
term thinking, and respect for institutions left a lasting impres-
sion on me. It taught me that impactful leadership is anchored
not in position, but in stewardship, of knowledge, people, and
the future.

Upon returning to the Philippines, the lessons from MIF be-
came the backbone of my academic career. They informed my
approach to teaching, research, and extension work, particular-
ly in agricultural and biosystems engineering, water resources
management, and climate-resilient development. The fellowship
strengthened my resolve to pursue international collaborations,
interdisciplinary research, and evidence-based planning. Efforts
that later translated into leadership roles in university administra-
tion, national programs, and multi-agency consortia.

Beyond professional growth, MIF shaped my personal phi-
losophy. It instilled in me a deep appreciation for lifelong learn-
ing, cross-cultural respect, and service beyond self. These
values guided my decisions as an academic leader, from
mentoring young faculty members to advancing inclusive, sus-
tainable development initiatives that benefit communities and
stakeholders.

As President of MMSU, | envision leveraging my MIF ex-
perience to strengthen the university’s research, global
engagement and strategic foresight. | aim to cultivate a re-
search-driven, internationally connected, and values-oriented
institution—one that balances global competitiveness with
local relevance. Drawing from the MIF ethos, my leadership
will emphasize long-term institutional planning, academic ex-
cellence with integrity, and partnerships that address pressing
regional and national challenges.

8™ MMSU PRESIDENT

DR VIRGILIO JULIUS
P. MANZANO, JR.

The Philippines

Ultimately, the MIF fellowship was not
merely a chapter in my academic history; it
was a turning point that shaped my identity
as a scholar-leader. It continues to inspire my
commitment to lead with wisdom, integrity,
and a global mindset.

Emnsu
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The MIF 2025 Research Fellowship Program | 5%

Thirteen fellows came to Japan in the fiscal year 2025. Through the Study Tour of Hiroshima and the Tokyo Meeting, they
made friendly relationships with each other. At a closing ceremony before their departure, each fellow gave a presenta-
tion on their research findings and memories of their stay in Japan.

They expressed gratitude for the extensive support they received from their host professors and laboratory colleagues
and proudly referred to being a member of the research team. Enjoying Japanese cuisine and lively conversations with
their peers during their brief time together also left a lasting impression. With their strong gaze foreseeing the future, all
of us are wondering what kind of researchers they would become and how they would serve as bridges to the world.

The MIF extends our deepest gratitude to the host professors and all the staff at each institution for their dedicated
efforts. The MIF also wishes to express our sincere thanks once again to all our supporters who consistently endorse
the MIF's activities.
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@ Petr Straumal
Russia
Senior Researcher
A.A.Baikov Institute of Metallurgy and Materials Science, Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russia

@ Takeshi Wada
Associate Professor
Institute for Materials Research, Tohoku University

(D Abrham Bayeh Wassie
Ethiopia
Assistant Professor and Research and Technology Transfer Director, Technology Transfer Director
Institute of Technology, University of Gondar

@ Yuko Hatano
Professor
Risk and Resilience Engineering Program, Graduate School of System and Information Engineering, University
of Tsukuba

(» Hesham Hamad
Egypt
Associate Professor
Fabrication Technology Research Department, Advanced Technology and New Materials Research Institute
(ATNMRI), City of Scientific Research and Technological Applications (SRTA-City)
@ Yuichi Negishi
Professor
Institute of Multidisciplinary Research for Advanced Materials, Tohoku University

@ Jahwarhar lzuan Abdul Rashid
Malaysia
Senior Lecturer
Centre for Foundation Studies, Sg. Besi Camp, Department of Chemistry and Biology, National Defence
University of Malaysia (NDUM)

@ Shinobu Sato
Associate Professor
Department of Applied Chemistry, Kyushu Institute of Technology

@ Nicolas J. Cosentino
Argentina
Researcher
Center of Ocean and Atmospheric Research (CIMA), French-Argentine Institute of Studies on Climate and
its Impacts (IFAECI)

@ Akinori Ito
Senior Scientist
Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and Technology, Yokohama Institute for Earth Sciences
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@ Alberto Murillo Marrodan
Spain
Associate Professor
Department of Mechanics, Design and Industrial Management, University of Deusto

@ Taiki Nakata
Associate Professor
Advanced Light Metallic Materials Laboratory, Department of Mechanical Engineering, Nagaoka University of
Technology

(D Mahmoud Abdelnabi
Egypt
Assistant Professor
Physics Department, Faculty of Science, Ain Shams University, Cairo, Egypt

@ Yoshikazu Ito
Professor
University of Tsukuba, Faculty of Pure and Applied Sciences
R&D Center for Zero CO2 Emission with Functional Materials

(D Javed Igbal
Pakistan
Associate Professor
Department of Earth Sciences, Faculty of Science, COMSATS University Islamabad, Abbottabad Campus

@ Fumitoshi Imaizumi
Professor
Department of Bioresource Sciences, Faculty of Agriculture, Shizuoka University

(D Mustafa Ozdemir
Tarkiye
Research Assistant
Ali Cavit Gelebioglu Civil Aviation School, Erzincan Binali Yildinm University

@ Eri Itoh
Professor
Research Center for Advanced Science and Technology
Department of Aeronautics and Astronautics, School of Engineering, The University of Tokyo

(D Anankpétinan Prosper Dabire
Burkina Faso
Senior Lecturer, Head of Department
Ecole Normale Supérieure, Institut des Sciences et de Technologie, Département de Sciences de la Vie et
de la Terre

@ Masakazu Suzuki
Professor
Integrated Bioscience Section, Department of Bioscience, Graduate School of Science and Technology,
Shizuoka University

@ Ivan Kraus
Croatia
Associate Professor, Head of Laboratory
Faculty of Civil Engineering and Architecture Osijek, Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek

@ Takayoshi Aoki
Professor, Dean
Graduate School of Design and Architecture, Nagoya City University

@ Tariro Tecla Manhongo
Zimbabwe
Lecturer
Department of Chemical Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, National University of Science and Technology,
Zimbabwe

@ Chiaki Ogino
Professor
Graduate School of Engineering, Kobe University

@ Carlos Cadena
Colombia
Associate Professor
Policy and Development Department, EAFIT University

@ Akiko Okabe
Professor
Department of Socio-Cultural Environmental Studies,
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences, The University of Tokyo
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1. Dr. Zhongzhe Cheng (2017 Fellow)

Wuhan Hongren Biopharmaceutical Inc., China

Dr. Miki Nakajima
Drug Metabolism and Toxicology, Faculty of Pharmaceuti-
cal Sciences, Kanazawa University, Kanazawa, Japan

Human superoxide dismutase 1 attenuates
quinoneimine metabolite formation from me-
fenamic acid

Toxicology 448 (2021) 152648
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tox.2020.152648

2. Dr. Rhoda Mae C. Simora (2023 Fellow)
Institute of Fish Processing Technology, College of
Fisheries and Ocean Sciences, University of the
Philippines Miagao, lloilo, Philippines

Dr. Tatsufumi Okino

Graduate School of Environmental Science and Faculty of
Environmental Earth Science, Hokkaido University,
Sapporo, Japan

Carotenoids identified from slipper-shaped oys-
ter Magallana bilineata powder residue exhibit
potent biological activities

Journal of Food and Drug Analysis: Vol. 33: Iss. 4,
Article 7
https://www.jfda-online.com/journal/vol33/iss4/7/

3. Dr. Aires Afonso Mbanze (2023 Fellow)
Department of Environment and Nature Conservation,
Faculty of Agrarian Sciences, Universidade Lurio, Campus
Universitarios de Unango, Niassa, Mozambique

Dr. Hideyuki Kurita
Asia-Africa Center, Institute for International Relations,
Ehime University, Ehime, Japan

Deforestation and forest degradation and its
impact on ecosystem services and environment
across a gradient of areas with different conser-
vation status in northern Mozambique

Land Use Policy Volume 157, October 2025, 107674
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2025.107674

4. Dr. Richard Espiritu (2024 Fellow)
Polymer Materials for Energy Research Laboratory,
Department of Mining, Metallurgical and Materials Engi-
neering, University of the Philippines Diliman, Quezon City,
Philippines

Dr. Kenji Miyatake
Clean Energy Research Center, University of Yamanashi,
Kofu, Yamanashi, Japan

Synthesis of Cellulose Acetate/Cross-Linked
Poly(epichlorohydrin) Polymer Blend as Fuel
Cell Anion Exchange Membrane

ACS Appl. Polym. Mater. 2026, 8, 107121
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsapm.5c03181

5. Dr. Sinlapachai Senarat (2024 Fellow)

Division of Biological Science, Faculty of Science, Prince
of Songkla University, Songkhla, Thailand

Dr. Atsuo lida

Department of Animal Sciences, Graduate School of Bio-

agricultural Sciences, Nagoya University, Nagoya, Japan
Ventral-to-dorsal electrocyte development in
electric organs of electric eel (Electrophorus)

Developmental Biology Volume 524, August 2025,
Pages 87-96

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ydbio.2025.05.003

. Dr. Daniela Battaglia Hirata (2024 Fellow)

Institute of Chemistry, Federal University of Alfenas,
Alfenas, MG, Brazil

Dr. Masayuki Oda

Graduate School of Life and Environmental Sciences,
Kyoto Prefectural University, Kyoto, Japan

Enzymatic polyethylene terephthalate degra-
dation using a genetically stabilized cutinase
immobilized on magnetic nanoparticles

Journal of Environmental Management Volume 389,
August 2025, 126269

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2025.126269

. Dr. Fabiola Moshi (2024 Fellow)

Department of Nursing Management and Education,
School of Nursing and Public Health, the University of
Dodoma, Tanzania

Dr. Keiko Nakamura
Department of Global Health Entrepreneurship, Institute of
Science Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan

Exploring Emotional Violence in Intimate Rela-
tionships during Pregnancy in Central Tanzania:
A Qualitative Descriptive Study

East African Health Research Journal 2025 Sep
30;9(1):96-105
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12591023/

The magnitude and risk factors of intimate part-
ner violence during pregnancy in rural Tanzanian
communities: an analytical cross-sectional study
Journal of Rural Medicine 2025; 20(3): 170-181
https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/article/jrm/20/3/20 2024-
047/ _pdf
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From The MIF Office

June 14-16, 2025

Rising from the Ashes: Hiroshima’s
Lesson in Rebuilding a Nation

Dr. Mahomud Abdelnabi

Assistant Professor
Physics Department, Faculty of Science, Ain Shams University
(Egypt)
| would like to sincerely thank the MIF and
the entire team, and pay tribute to the late Dr.
Matsumae, whose vision and philosophy pro-
moting peace and sharing Japanese culture
continue to inspire. From the very beginning,
MIF demonstrated exceptional care, combining
organization, respect, and warm interaction that
made the experience truly memorable.

The Hiroshima study tour offered a profound
lesson for the world on how a nation can rebuild
itself through resilience, hard work, education,
moral values, and national pride. Visiting the
Atomic Bomb Dome and the Peace Memorial
Museum brought the city’s tragic past vividly
to life, while historical sites such as Shukkeien
Garden and ltsukushima Shrine revealed the
depth of Japanese traditions, discipline, and
perseverance. My experience was not only en-
riching for research but also deeply educational
in terms of culture and values.

What inspired me most was how the people
of Hiroshima transformed immense suffering
into lasting peace, learning, and community
development. This journey showed me that any

The MIF Study Tour

The MIF organized the study tour, and we visited Hiroshima.
ENBHERAIT2 I L I8 B IREZ L EL 72,

November 15-17, 2025

nation can rise again through unity, dedication,
and respect for its culture. Hiroshima’s story is
a timeless lesson for the world, demonstrating
hope, resilience, and the enduring power of the
human spirit.

January 2026
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research and a lunch.
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The MIF 2025 Tokyo Meeting

The MIF held the 2025 Tokyo Meeting at its office on September 29, 2025. Thirteen fellows

from around the world participated, deepening exchanges through presentations on their
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® The MIF 2027 Research Fellowship Program

The MIF has officially released the 2027 program.

For details, please refer to the website.
https://www.mif-japan.org/en/fellowship/announcement/

The application period will be from June 1 to June 30, 2026 (Japan
Standard Time). The MIF looks forward to receiving applications
from all around the world.

@ Special Thanks

To. Dr. Straumal, Dr. Cosentino, Dr. Dabire,
Dr. Abdelnabi, Dr. Kraus, Dr. Manhongo, Dr. Cadena

To. The MIF Alumni: Dr. Lee, Dr. Rosli, Dr. Yalciner,
Dr. Heidarzadeh, Dr. Triantafyllou, Dr. Manzano
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{ ABOUT THE COVER ] &i#io\T

Snow-covered office of the Matsumae International Friendship Foundation.
In the garden, plum blossoms are in full bloom. In Japan, plum blossoms are
loved as a symbol of moral integrity and learning. .
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