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Since the previous issue, the Japanese and English versions have been merged into a single publication and this is “Bilingual Edition No.2".

Message from MIF Chairperson

Happy new year to all of you! | believe that you have received a wonderful
new year at all the corners in the world. As you may remember from the last
issue, we encouraged you send us articles about your updated activities. As
a result, so many articles have arrived in our hands from the Fellows and we

decided to feature them in this new issue.

2019 is a special year for MIF as we are receiving the 40" anniversary. In
order to celebrate this special year, we are undertaking the following two big
projects; one is establishing “MIF Ambassador Network” which brings all the
old, current and future Fellows together. The other is publishing a memorial
book looking back the years in the past. None of these two can be achieved
without your assistance and cooperation and | like to take this opportunity to
ask you for your kind understanding and cooperation.

Prof. Toshiaki HASHIMOTO,
MIF Chairperson
EEER B4

It is also my great pleasure to announce that MIF will invite 30 fellows from 19 countries during the
academic year of 2019 starting the next April. One of the 30 fellows will be from Afghanistan who is the very
first one from the country in the MIF’s history. It is great to include a new country into the MIF family.

| finally like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family for the best in 2019 here at Kamiogi

where MIF is headquartered.

For our daily activities, please visit our website at http://www.mif-japan.org/?hl=en Thank you.
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Dear Everybody at MIF,

I wish you, your colleagues and your foundation a lot
of success in the new year. And | hope that we can meet
again because | plan to stay in Utsunomiya all March
2019.

When we talked together in August in Kamiogi, | told
you | planned to visit Tatiana Jajcayova (2004-12) in
Bratislava. | made the visit in the beginning of Decem-
ber and | send you a photograph.

Regards,

MIF D4~

HEBLOTED TEVET, MITERKFMEOET 30

Dr. Pavel Pavlicek (2004-02)

Research Scientist

Joint Laboratory of Optics Palacky of University and
Institute of Physics of Academy of Sciences of the
Czech Republic

FREEZMELTVET, 20194 3 HITFMEITHES 2 TED

HY, BRLBARTEHERLAIILTE) 7,

20184 8 H iz Rk O FEHF 23 S ¥ T W72 72 Wiz BRIz, 20044EF 7 = o — D Tatiana Jajcayoval®d: % g1

TEIFECTHDILEBMZLELRY, RAMHIZBERVWT I LBTEE LT, ZORIC

FEL £,

RT v x—R¥ - F = akMERET B 7 I —YHEERE

Wkl
Pavel Pavlicek (20044FfE 7 o —)

HLIEREY

FE [ TR ST

CRCLRARNIRANI /RN /RN RN /R NI /R NI /R NI /R NI /R NI /R NI /R NI /R NI /R NI /R NI /R NI /RN R

Konichiwa Ohayo guzoimasu from Nigeria.
How is MIF Chairperson, Prof. Katayama, and YUKA
san?

I met my wife in April, 2015, on my 30th birthday. And
on the 15th of December, 2018 we wedded traditionally
and in the church as is the custom here in Nigeria. She
graduated from my institution as a biotechnologists.
But until the very day that we both met, | have never
set my eyes on her before. She is the first girl that | fell in
love with. | never had any girlfriend or lover in the past
because | was focused on getting a Doctorate degree.
In December of 2008 when | had my first degree (B.Sc.),
| wrote down a plan for my life for the next 10 years; and
one of the plan was that | will get a Ph.D. on or before
the age of 30, and only then will | get married. | actually
got my Ph.D. at the age of 32, but | met my wife on my
30th Birthday in April of 2015.

My wife is a humble woman and God fearing. She is
down to earth, and comes from a humble and God fear-
ing family. She is from a family of 5 children, three boys
and two girls, and she is the first daughter of her family.
| am also from a family of five children, two boys and
three girls, and | am the first son of my family too.

So you see, first son marrying first daughter. My wife
is the woman of my dreams. And | am the happiest man
on earth because | married someone who complements
me and knows how to take care of her man.

She waited for me for three years just to finish my
doctorate degree program. She also waited for me for
another six (6) months when | traveled to Japan for the
MIF fellowship at Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan.

We look forward to a fruitful marriage and having
children that will impact the world positively. We were
showed so much love by our family and friends during
the wedding. They brought many gifts to celebrate with
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us on our wedding day.

I have talked to her about Japan and her culture and
people; and we both looking forward to visiting Japan
and spending a nice time together. She is now very in-
terested about Japan as | told her about MIF, Yuka san
Prof Katayama, MIF Chairperson and WATANABE san,
and how they took care of me (her husband) in Japan.

She has even started learning how to use the Japa-
nese chopsticks after | showed her the ones that |
brought from Japan.

I am indebted to MIF Japan for giving me the oppor-
tunity to come to Japan to learn about the Japanese
people. | learnt a lot while | was in Japan, but most
especially | learnt SERVICE, COMMITMENT, DEDICA-
TION and PEACE from the Japanese people. Japanese
people are very hospitable and kind; and | pray that

BAHER, FIUESH, XKBF3A. BLATTH?
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the whole world will learn from them. My short stay in
Japan helped me to develop a website, http://www.
microdok.com that | use to reach out to Microbiology
students and others across the globe. We have been
delivering scintillating topics in Microbiology since |
returned to Nigeria; and | thank MIF, Japan for this won-
derful opportunity. It would not have been possible if |
did not come to Japan.

| thank MIF and the Japanese government for their
unreserved effort of bringing people to Japan to learn
and improve on their academic and business lots.

Thanks a bunch MIF !

Dr. Chika Peter EJIKEUGWU (2018-06)
Lecturer
Ebonyi State University
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MIF Japan

My greetings to all MIF Fel-
lows. | served between 2005
and Jan 2006. | have the plea-
sure to inform you and other
Fellows that | became a full
Professor by October 1, 2009.

It was really a great expe-

rience being in Japan for the
MIF programme. My becoming a professor at that time

was facilitated by the input and effect of my research
sponsored my MIF. So | remain ever grateful to MIF, and
I look forward to coming back to Japan for another pro-
gramme.

Long live MIF, long live Japan.

Thank you.

Prof. Dr. Lawrence C. Nwanna(2005-18)

Department of Fisheries and Agriculture Technology
Federal University of Technology

Ondo State -NIGERIA
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Dear Yosuke Watanabe,

Good morning!! Yes,| heard about the earthquake...
and as | know my lab member at Hokkaido University
is ok...

My wedding was wonderful...l have sent you some
photo of it...cheersss...

Hope to visit MIF and Japan again.
Yours sincerely,

BODEBRRA~

BlEEH) TS, LiBECRZ o7 KHE (2018469 H) %
HizLFE L7z, dbROMEZBOFRBIZLEEEL DI ETY,
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& v R Y7 E LB
BERE BER
Sungchhang Kang (20174 7 0 —)

Dr. Sungchhang Kang (2017-05)

Lecturer and Researcher

Agricultural Unit, Department of Education
National Institute of Education, Cambodia
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Dear MIF and Friends,

| was in Japan from June
to November, 2016. Living in
Japan for six months made
me to interact with Japa-
nese at different occasions
and events; in the University,
laboratory, Church, sightsee-

ing, lunch and dinner out-
ings. | realized that Japanese
are very polite, friendly and peaceful. | fed on the rich
menu of Japan; | will always remember the hot spicy
taste of wasabi, the delicious (oishi) tastes of takoyaki,
okonomiyaki, ikayaki, oden, sushi rice, ramen and soba
noodles.

I had opportunity to work in Professor Tozuka’s labo-
ratory in Osaka University of Pharmaceutical Sciences. |
benefited a lot from the facilities available in the labo-
ratory and University; | have published three articles
from the work done:

1. Solid state characterization of two novel gums

from Cedrela odorata and Enterolobium cyclo-

MIFE X CEN D&~

carpum. Journal of Pharmaceutical Investigation.
Vol. 48, No. 4: 487 — 496.

2. Evaluation of two novel plant gums for bioadhe-
sive microsphere and sustained-release formu-
lations of metformin hydrochloride. Polymers in
Medicine Vol. 47, No.1: 13 - 23.

3. Physicochemical and Release Properties of lbu-
profen Formulations Prepared with Two Native
Starches and Different Processing Techniques.

| enjoyed my life in Japan, a country of the rising sun,
where politeness and peaceful co-existence is in the
mind of everybody. | look forward to meeting Japanese
in Nigeria, so that | can reciprocate the hospitality and
politeness that | enjoyed in my sojourn as MIF Research
Fellow.

I miss Japan !

Dr. John Ayorinde (2016-15)
Senior Lecturer

Faculty of Pharmacy
University of Ibadan
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John Ayorinde (20164EE 7z u—)
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Dear MIF,

I am Maria Atanassova from Bulgaria-the MIF fellow
in 2017. | would like to express my sincere gratitude
to you for this unique opportunity to visit and work in
your wonderful country. | have too much unforgettable
golden moments for this short period and will never

forget the study tour, my special souvenir forever. It is
nice to mention that | and my colleagues from JAEA,
Tokia-mura have still excellent collaboration and re-
lationships. Please find enclosed two photos from the
visit of my supervisor Assocoate Principle Researcher
Dr. Kojiro Shimojo in Bulgaria this summer.




Bilingual Edition No.2

Thank you very much again. Bansko is a town in

Best regards from Sofia, southwestern Bulgaria,

a popular ski resort,
located at the foot of the
Pirin Mountains.

Y VILROBEIZH D,
TNFY T O P IALE
ER-VNS AN S b))
V—hTHBNY R

Dr. Maria Atanassova (2017-03)

Assistant Professor

Department of General and Inorganic Chemistry
University of Chemical Technology and Metallurgy

The Panagyrishte Treasure is a Thracian 24-karat gold masterpiece of
nine vessels (a phiale, an amphora, three oinochoai and four rhytons)
created 400 BC—300 BC. National Museum of History, Sofia.

St. Alexander Nevsky Orthodox Cathedral in Sofia. HEY 747 QTN Y 7 ESLE RIS S T 2 4L ICHET300
HHY 747 DT VIV PN« A7 A% —IEHKBEE ~4004EIT 7 T NIT X VBB S 722480 9 D DEYMF
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Maria Atanassova (20174 7=xu—)
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| take this opportunity to  very comfortable working with all of them courtesy of
send many greeting to MIF MIF experience | have. | thank Masuda sensei of Okaya-
and MIF fellows. | was in japan ma University and all my MIF friends. Long live MIF.
thirteen years ago but the ex-
perience is very fresh. My six Dr. Peter Wafula MASINDE (2005-11)
months stay left a positive Lecturer
mark on me and continues to Department of Horticulture

impact on me productively.  Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and
This year, | carried out field research in collaboration Technology
with Masunaga Sensei from Shimane University. | am
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Dear Professor Hashimoto,
The Chair of Matsumae International Foundation,

First of all, | thank you for sending your Newsletter
(June, 2018).

These two weeks, | was in Mandalay, Myanmar and
giving fundamental Lectures in Physics as well as ad-
vanced lectures in Nuclear Physics.

The lectures were not only for the students, but also
for young stuffs coming all over the country. | heard
that the total number of the audiences was more than
200.

I got good responses from audiences, and | felt that
the plan mainly organized by Prof. Yee Yee Oo was suc-
cessful.

The relationship between Mandalay University and
us, Osaka University, was triggered by MIF.

0Oo-san stayed in Osaka for half a year for the period
from October 2007 till March 2008 supported by MIF.

Since that time, we have been keeping good rela-
tionship in the field of research as well as education.

End of last year (December, 2017), there came out a
good result in the fundamental Physics Research after
10 years.

A SRR

A co-operative paper of us was published in
Physical Review C (Nuclear Physics)
published by the American Physical Society.
The title of the paper is
"High-resolution study of Tz=+1 — 0 Gamow-Teller
transitions in the 26Mg(3He,t)26Al reaction”
Naturally, we acknowledges MIF for support.

Here, we thank you again for your support and we
try our best so that we can write a good news like this
to you again.

With best wishes,

Dr. Yoshitaka FUJITA (Dr. Yee Yee Oo (2007-26)’s host
professor)

Professor

Department of Physics

Graduate School of Science

Osaka University

20184£ 6 B 5D [&W/=a—AVE—] ZTENVWLEEDHIBLEI TSVELT,
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Dear MIF, With my best regards,

The first | would like to say (thank so much) for kind Dr. Palikone Thalongsengchanh (2005-02)
information for our communication, | am looking for- Associate Professor
ward to visiting all at the MIF again, and also | will keep The National Agriculture and Forestry Research Insti-

for our memory always, tute (NAFRI)

MIF D &g~

[&/=2—AVE—] 2BEDVWLESHYIBLEI TSV
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MIFiZ—E DB WHTE,

7 Z AESLR /MRS (NAFRI)
HEHIR
Palikone Thalongsengchanh (20054 7 =1 —)
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Dear MIF Secretary General, Staff and Fellows,

Thanks for sending me the News Letter. | am so
happy you remembered me through so many years. |
migrated to Canada in 1997 with family, became a Pro-
fessional Geo-scientist and remained involved in gold

MIFOERZFL T 7z u—DF A~
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Muhammad Saleem Bajwa

(19874EE 7 = u—)

exploration.
| have attached my family photo.

With kind regards,
Dr. Muhammad Saleem
Bajwa (1987-08)
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Dear MIF Staff

In 1982 | was a Special Invitation Fellow of MIF
and spent 2 memorable months in the laboratory of
Professor Junzo Sunamoto in Nagasaki. Subsequently,
| made many visits to Japan and some of my students
spent time in Professor Sunamoto’s laboratory and his
students in mine. | also made many Japanese friends
and | am still collaborating with Professor Hirofumi
Okabayashi at Nagoya Institute of Technology. The
early contact with Professor Sunamoto was pivotal to
my research career over the next 40 years. In the recent

MIF D &g~

Queen’s Birthday Honours | was appointed a Dame
Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit for my
services to Education and Chemistry. In my retirement
| established an Educational Charitable Trust to assist
women to undertake university studies.

Yours sincerely,

Charmian J O'Connor (1982-s1)
Professor Emeritus

The University of Auckland
New Zealand.
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Dear MIF staff,

Although it has passed very long time since | visited
Japan, in 1985, | keep the most wonderful memories in

my heart. My experience in Japan facilitated an inter-
esting change in my life, | had the opportunity to study
as specialty Family Psychotherapy which it has been a
very useful tool for serving people in my profession and
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| am teaching in the Univer-
sity this specialty.

| write you to say thanks
because meeting Japanese
people enriched me, it was
like a big door open to see
\ 3 the world and life with the
soul eyes not only with the

anatomic eyes. | am very glad and grateful to have been
benefited for MIF.

Also | send to you Seasons greetings and my best
wishes for the New Year.

Sincerely,

Dr. Carmen Proano (1986-14)

19854EITHAZINTH 6% DEAIMEL T LT205, ERL LVWEVWHILOFTESKRITWET, A
RIZBIT 2RI DANEEZEZ T NE LT, 77 3 ) —BHEREIZOWTHIE T 2 A% HBE L, 20
Rk >oT, L OABEEZET 2 2L TE, BETRIRETCIONFIZET 2EHRZHLYL VIS,

HEANHESW, AESEPIIZoT: Z EITEH L, TRV LE LT, BIIWHENZATEZL., 0oH
ZELTHAZR. AEIZHES L WI 2L TE, MIFICRAZEHLTBY £9, EHo THRELS¥ TV
7273 LIABRIZ, 20194ESEBESL LWEL LB 2 Lo THBD 3,

I i
Carmen Proafio (19864Ef 7z u—)
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Dear MIF,

Hello

| believe that this e-mail
finds you in the best of health
at the eve of Merry Christ-
mas. Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Prosperous New

Year. May the peace and joy

of Christmas be with you now

and throughout the coming year. On this festive occa-

MIF D~

sion, | wish you and your family a very happy, bright and

prosperous future. Have a happy and relaxed XMAS and

beginning of 2019.
Thank you and look forward to a great 2019.
Sincerely Yours,

Dr. Seyed Hamid Reza Sadeghi (2006-15)

Professor,

Department of Watershed Management Engineering,

Faculty of Natural Resources,
Tarbiat Modares University (TMU),

TAITHIZ, ZVARRA AT %Mz, BEBTRTHLZEEFELET, ZVARABIUHFERIELTE
OTEITEVET, 2019E%BL., FHETZVARADILAEIFL X IFoTHNET, ZOBHVDEEMED
T, BRLIFERO ZSE LWL E)HEFRELBITOVHL EITET,

FERELLW2019EE LB 2 LR H-THED 5,

ANVET « X VAKE (TMU)
KRBV 7K B T2 20
iz

Seyed Hamid Reza Sadeghi

(20064FE 70 —)

We are always looking forward to receiving letters, photos from all the MIF
Fellows so that those can be shared with the MIF Family by displaying them in the

next issues of MIF NEWS LETTER.
Waiting to hear from you all!
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INFORMATION on MIF RESEARCH FELLOWS

1. by Gender
Male 588
Female 233

2. by Countries

Asia(248)
P R. Of China .................... 42

Bangladesh - 18
Myanmar ............................
Indonesia -+

Philippines
Viet Nam

Malaysia «esseesessoesss
Pakistamn - eeeeeeeeeeeeneeneeneenes
Sri Lanka
Mongolia
Nepal

Singapore ..............................
Bhutan

Pacific(7)
Austraha ................................
New Zealand

Saudi Arabia -
LEDATION w-eveeeereeresesssessansnannanee 1

Africa(154)
Egypt
Nigeria
Kenya ...............

(' since 198010 2018)

Argentine
Brazil -9

Peru
J AIMNAICQ wwveeerrereremnnresnnesnnennenns
Panama -

Paraguay
Uruguay -

Venezuel Q reeeeeeeneeennesnnenanes 2
Bolivia 1

Total: 821 Research Fellows from 119 countries

The Matsumae International Foundation
4-14-46, Kamiogi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 167-0043 JAPAN

http://www.mif-japan.org

e-mail: contact@mif-japan.org

Ethiopia «eessseeeeesssesessseee 7 COSta RiCQ wwveerresesserrsssraseeens 1
Uganda s 7
1Y/ (6} o olele RIS 5 Europe(248)
Cote d'Ivoire - i Poland «eeeeeeereesseeeseeneneees 17
UZDEKISEATY -+rveveeeessevereeeeeees 16
Bulgaria
Russia -
Hungary
Ukraine -
D.R. of COl’lgO .................... -2 Italy ......................................
Madagascar ......................... 2 Romania
Algeria 2 F.R. of Germany - - 10
Benin 1 Czech Republic -
BotsSwana -« e-seeseereseeneenne 1 Spain .......................................
Eritrea 1 Serbia
GUINEQ w+eveveereeremenesnmsnesnennsnnns 1 Croatia
Liberia - Georgia
MalaWi seeeeeeeeeeeesersnesuesuesunnnenns Slovakia
| ) 1 ALDANA -++eeeeveeresssevesmssmsnene
Senegal .................................. 1 Armenia
SOULH AFLCa werrereressseeeeeeees 1 BELATUS wvvveeeeeeeeemssserevsmssnenen
Mozambique - Portugal
LESOTRQ «reveesssereessmssessvvsnnnans 1 United Kingdom = .5
TOgO ........................................ 1 Lithuania --e-e-eeeeeeveenereesnee 4
North America(13)
U S, A ceereeeemmsseseemssnsesssnanene 9
CanAQ eeeeeeeereeremseeneeraanens 4

Ireland 3
Kazakhstan(Qazagstan) - 4
Latvig «eeeeeeeeeeeeee 3
Netherlands - -weeeeeeees 3
Austria

Azerbaijan

Be]gium ..................................
Bosnia and Herzegovina -~ 2
EStOnig v eveeeeeeeeeecerersesesuensuene
Moldova

Norway

Slovenia

Kyrgyz -

Switzerland -« eeeeeseeeerees 1
Tajikistan .............................. 1




