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FEATURE

Dr. Zainullah HAZIM
[ Afghanistan J

B

Appreciation for the Efforts of MIF to Achieve Peace and Friendship

FHERFERRT HME DB HICEH

Dear MIF,

It is a great honor to write about my six months
staying in Japan as a MIF fellow 2019, but first of all, |
would like to deeply thanks from the Matsumae Inter-
national Foundation (FIM), for their good programs,
which annually invites qualified scholars from the
world for educational purpose and cultural activities
relationship, this program could be very effective and
has a message of peace and friendship to the world.
As we see in current era many kind of conflict and
egoism are in nations, therefore as a future gener-
ation of mankind we have responsibility to connect
nations for peace and friendship. So | do appreciate
and thankful from the (MIF).

| was here in Japan for six months, and | did a re-
search on Micro-tom tomato, evaluation of different
lines for the physiological maturity index and quality
parameters, | am really happy and satisfy what | did
in case of research and experiments. Six months in
Japan was joyful, meaningful and effective, | found
the highest peace and honest society that really im-
pressed me and changed my personal attitude | re-
spect and proud of Japan. During this period | went
some places also, which the nature and environment
of Japan gives a positive and active sense. | hope
this program and relationship could be continue and
| can do my contribution as loyalty of MIF

Once again | would like deeply thanks from the
Matsumae International Foundation (MIF).

With warm regards. (SEP 2019)
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[ Japan }

Prof. Dr. Kaihei KOSHIO

Department of International Agricultural Development
Tokyo University of Agriculture

RREEAY EREXREFER

R MNEBTF

Hosting Dr. Zainullah Hazim from Bamiyan University
N=3FY I REDPSYLRXT - NA—LIETEZIFTANT

| came to know Dr. Zainullah Hazim, who works at the
Bamiyan University in the Islamic Republic of Afghan-
istan, through an introduction from Dr. Daulat Shaw
Poyesh who earned his doctorate degree under my
supervision. Dr. Hazim earned his doctorate degree
on plant breeding in Saudi Arabia and asked me to
be his host professor if he was selected as a fellow.
Later, he was fortunately selected as the first Afghan
fellow of the Matsumae International Foundation and
was able to visit Japan for six months from this April.
He is currently working on physiological and ecolog-
ical research using a mutant strain of tomato plant
that is around 30cm in height called Micro-tom.

Dr. Poyesh said that he lived in Iran as a child. The
Afghanistan conflict occurred in 1978, followed by the
Iranian Revolution and the Soviet invasion the next
year. Around that time, the family fled to Iran, and he
spent in his childhood as a refugee. Many Afghan
international students speak Pashto as their native
language, but no small number speak Dari, which
is similar to Persian, so Dr. Poyesh had worked part
time as an extra playing a Persian in a movie during
his stay in Japan. When the Buddhas of Bamiyan
were destroyed by the Taliban in 2001, | assume both
Dr. Poyesh and Dr. Hazim would have still been in
elementary school. That was the year when the so-
called September 11 attacks occurred in the U.S.
Osama bin Laden of al Qaeda, who was named as
the ringleader, hid in Afghanistan, and, as we know,
the Afghanistan war raged continuously for over a de-
cade until he was killed in May 2011.

Dr. Hazim is the ninth Afghan researcher who
enrolled in my laboratory. The majority of the Japa-
nese students as well as |, the teacher, have drawn
strong inspiration from his humble, honest, sober
and passionate attitude towards research. | was
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most impressed by the time | was invited to Mat-
sumae International Foundation with Dr. Hazim and
two other Afghan international students and had the
opportunity to have dinner with Dr. Bashir Mohabbait,
H.E. Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. It was the last
day of Ramadan this year, and the meal could not
be taken until sunset, so it resulted in inconvenience
to Mr. Watanabe, Secretary General of Matsumae
International Foundation. However, | had a valuable
experience as we were able to talk about various top-
ics while waiting. Afghanistan was one of the earliest
countries to have an embassy in Japan, which was
due to Afghanistan’s repulsion of the British Empire in
1880. Later when Japan defeated the Russian Empire
in the Russo-Japanese War, it is said that Heihachiro
Togo invited the Afghan Amir to Japan to discuss soli-
darity aimed at repelling Europe and Asian prosperity.
In 1914, donations for reconstruction from the Tohoku
earthquakes and Sakurajima volcanic eruptions were
promptly provided by the Afghan Amir. The ambas-
sador emphasized that Afghanistan was a fusion of
eastern and western cultures before the Soviet inva-
sion and was one of the brightest countries in Asia.
It is a pity that most Japanese people do not know
about this history.

Dr. Shigeyoshi Matsumae was a Christian inspired
by Kanzo Uchimura and strongly influenced by
Grundtvig, a Dane, whom | am also interested in.
Grundtvig emphasized education based on living
words, and valued living lessons by teachers working
together with students rather than one-way lectures
in a classroom. While | have realized that | cannot be
a man of virtue like Grundtvig and Dr. Shigeyoshi
Matsumae, | can sympathize greatly with the educa-
tional philosophy they aimed for. The most import-
ant thing for Afghanistan, where fresh scars from
war still remain, is education rather than technology
or funding. Therefore, | think being able to share the
spirit of Grundtvig and Dr. Shigeyoshi Matsumae with
Dr. Hazim was the most fruitful part of this experience. |
would like to express my gratitude again to Matsumae
International Foundation and its supporters.

(SEP 2019)

BT I A VRGPV IE b2 kid, Bz bobes
HTHbo

NAL =L ST, FADBIFERICEE R E N7 77 NEL
TIXIANHDHI TR E TH L. BHEDREZIILD, ZLDOHEAN
DS, TR, TLOTHL LIRSS, K&k
BALZ 2 TETze —TFHIZUTTESTVEDIE, NAL—LE
AED2 NDT 777 NR 2 A L L BT A B AT S
WL COW2E, TIH AT Y A 25 23N E D4 HE KA
INY = BNy ME LS BE T ORI EH/-2LTH 5,
COHIZGHEDOTIIT U iRBEDOHTHY), HIXFTHEFHNPTE
Lotz RAHTERRAIFM o FHIZE THE 57
EPFHIEILS>TLEST22N FELRERI O, SFSFELRE
BT AHIENTE, HELBEMEIETCW/2Wie, 777=
A5 AEb ol B REHRICK B2 RO SN o7z E o —D
THY, ZIULI80LEICT 7 H = AZ »HV KA E %R 1) 72
BN LT D 2D, HBEE G CHARDT D 7 EN I
FIL722 &, WHBFINERDST T H =A% v O B % AR IR A7
L. F—ay/3% 813, Bz HiE 57200 IOV TEEL
BVDTRENTE W), 1914 4R ICIFHIL SR B K D IE LoD
TODFRIEED, TIHZAZ D EGHSVWHRELIRITSN
Too KL, VBT OT 7H =27 A3 HWE AL D&
DHTHY, TVT TholBENTVZZED—DThHo72 )]
HENT2 ZDOIOBIERZIIEALEDAR A AL RO
BRI TH b,

WATEHIE 1L, A =02 Z 723 ANE TH
D, BB LR STWAEF Y =7 D7 IV N — DB A i
{ZITNTH D, TN — 3 ETEEEICILHEFZE
BL7Z AT #HEIBT 52— BT O TIERL Bish [
B A E T OIHERENIL Tz, FAEH I, Vb
M E R LX) % AMEFITII RV RN EERHE
LTW225 1S HIELHEE O &IV TIL, Rwic
HIKTELLDDH Do WELRITERE D TR A LLFRD T
TH A Ao b B0, HFleE4£L0b, HET
HY. Gl ZV e =R E EFRE L OB HIIOWT
I =L EAL I T HIENTEIZZEDS, bobkb RERINHE
THo7zbBoTnDe DT, KT E B K I B& 088 %
DHRESEIEHAL LIFHKRETH 5,

(20194E9H)



VOICE OF FELLOWS 2019

MIF NEWSLETTER/ Bilingual Edition No.4

B

[ Greece )

Dr. loannis MICHOPOULOS

A Summer in Japan

The summer of 2019 was my summer in Kyoto. Ja-
pan was a place | always wished to visit, not as a
tourist, but as a Japanese. This summer, thanks to
MIF, | became familiar with the Japanese ways.

Japan is a country full of people, but so quiet at
the same time. People seem so lonely, traveling on
the road to the office. People, looking at their smart-
phones or reading. But these people are ready to
smile and help you in every way they can, even you
can hardly understand each other (In Japan | felt il-
literate, there were times that | could not understand
anything). Indeed, the Japanese are the kindest peo-
ple | have ever met around the world. This kindness
is not “good manners”, it is respect to each other and
acceptance of being a part of a whole. | think, this
sense of respect is one of the things that made Japan
a great country.

| stayed in Japan with my family. My little daughters
never got afraid or anxious. Everything around us was
working smoothly and everybody was trying to help.
Children, younger than mine, were free to walk in the
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streets of Kyoto without fear or worry. Kyoto Universi-
ty, a great multi-ethnic university, and Professor Furu-
kawa offered me the ideal place to work, feeling as if
| belonged here from years. Kyoto is a beautiful city,
crowded and vivid, but smooth and romantic at the
same time. In spite of the difficult summer weather
(rains that come after heat and humidity), | was able
to feel the “touch” of Japanese ways. My younger
daughter, a 10-years old blonde, told me today “Dad,
| am the most blonde Japanese girl in Japan”. | think
this is true, if you feel close to Japan, you become
part of it. But at the same time you are still a “blonde”
among Japanese. This is my feeling, ready to leave
Kyoto; | feel a so close to a very distant place. | was
an “ambassador” and fun of Japan before | came
here, but after that, | think | feel more like a “citizen”
of Japan. (AUG. 2019)

VOICE OF FELLOWS 2019
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[ Pakistan J

Dr. Syed Mashkoor Mohsin GILANI

Numerous Experiences Paving the Way to
Career Development

Dear MIF,

It is my great pleasure to write my experience and
share my feelings during my stay in Japan on Research
Fellowship under Matsumae International Foundation,
Japan

During my 3 months stay, | met with some of the
greatest colleagues and well-wishers at Gifu Univer-
sity, Gifu. First of all, | wish to express my gratitude
to my host Prof. Kaori Tanaka and Prof. Yoshimasa
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Yamamoto who provided me the state-of-the-art fa-
cilities in my area of research. | have learned new
skill sets relevant to next generation sequencing
and exposure to sequence analysis and assembly
and annotation pipelines. | engaged working in a
fully technically equipped laboratories and very ac-
commodating staff. Every member of the laboratory
was very affable and generous and this friendly atti-
tude encouraged me a lot to conduct my research
smoothly. In addition, | also had chance to collabo-
rate with other Japanese researchers at Osaka Insti-
tute of Public Health, Osaka University and National
Institute of Genetics, Shizuoka.

I am highly indebted to MIF for providing me the
ability to work in a Japanese laboratory that is under-
taking cutting edge research in areas that are core
to my fundamental interests as a mid-career scien-
tist in Pakistan. As a matter of fact, MIF research
fellowship proved highly beneficial for my academic
and professional career now and in times to come.
It has enabled me to develop long-term cooperation
with the host institute in Japan.

One of the most remarkable part of my stay was
the study tour organized by MIF where | enjoyed Jap-
anese art, culture, temples, museums and traditional
food. In particular, the visit to Hiroshima Peace Me-
morial was eye opener where one can see the horror
of war experience that “seeing is believing”. These
memories shall sustain me during the rest of my life
as my precious possessions.

| am sincerely grateful to all the MIF staff for smooth
execution of my research stay. | am highly obligated
to secretary general Yosuke Watanabe and Program
officer Yuka Amano who always remained very sup-
portive during my stay.

Finally, | once again wish to express my gratitude
to my host professor in Gifu University and to Matsu-
mae International Foundation, Japan.  (AUG. 2019)
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VOICE OF FELLOWS 2019

Dr. Latha SUBBIAH
[ India J

B

Stay in Japan Opened up New Research
Collaborations

Dear Friends,

Greetings from Latha, India!

Upon availing MIF Research Fellowship for a pe-
riod of 4 months in Yokohama National University,
Japan, | have a lot of reasons to be thankful to MIF,
Japan and the Japanese Community.

Very good quality consumer products starting from
small pens to huge electronics, sumo sports, Japa-
nese traditional attire, bullet trains, and robots manu-
factured from Japan always remains a fantasy to me
to possess it.

The entire program of MIF Research Fellowship
was very well planned and scheduled jointly by MIF
and by my beloved host Prof.Yasushi Takemura from
Yokohama National University.

When | just reached Narita, Japan Mr.Yosuke
Watanabe, Secretary-General MIF received me and
we had a welcome meeting at MIF headquarters.
Then | was headed to my Residence at Yokohama
National University with the help of Mr.Shiguan-
nan from Prof.Takemura Lab. Complete care and
support was offered to me by Prof.Takemura, His
secretaries, and all his Students for my local trav-
elling, food and all other my official requirements
for the research.

| had a very good time with my fellow lab mates
and learned a lot about performing quality research. |
had also attended Japanese language course class-
es at the International Centre of YNU. | could able to
make new friends from various countries.

Through the MIF study tour, | had visited many
places of historic interest, shrines, explored natural
beauty, beautiful cities Kyoto and Tokyo, gardens and
especially the Hiroshima bomb tower. No doubt, the
MIF study tour was a very much educational and |
shall forever cherish the enjoyable moments.

| had explored and learned the Japanese tradition,
history, education system, preserving traditional cul-
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ture, religious belief, patriotism, discipline, politics,
parenting etc through my lab mates and other Jap-
anese friends.

| found Japan is highly safe for women while trav-
eling in train, shopping and late return after work and
in all other aspects. | am very much thankful for the
Japanese government and citizens for ensuring such
comfort to the female community.

Living in Japan was an absolutely fabulous experi-
ence. My heart can never stop thanking you for your
kindness of MIF staff especially Mr.Yosuke Watanabe
and Mrs.Yuka Amano and my friends (2019 MIF Re-
search Fellows).

| have brought back rich and everlasting memo-
ries. Availing this fellowship lifted my research spirits
tremendously and paved the way to establish new
research collaborations with MIF fellows! | expect an
opportunity again to visit Japan for such research as-
signments.

| wish to have an everlasting relationship with MIF
Japan and to support their endeavours towards es-
tablishing harmony and peace.

Thanking you with warm regards (SEP 2019)
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VOICE OF FELLOWS 2019

B

[ Bangladesh }

Dr. Md. Abu Hayat MITHU

Unforgettable Study Tour

At the end of December 2018, | had received a letter
from the Matsumae International Foundation (MIF)
declaring that | had won the post-doctoral fellowship
for six months. | was mentally prepared for a long be-
fore as | had a plan to work with professor K. Suzuki,
Department of Mechanical Engineering, Ritsumeikan
University, in its Biwako-Kusatsu Campus, known as
BKC campus. This university offers several exchange
programs with different schools throughout the world.
It is well-known for its International Relations and Sci-
ence & Engineering departments. But due to some
specific reasons, | was late to attend the fellowship
program. In the middle of May 2019, | was boarding
in an airplane to attend the host university in Japan.
The MIF office wrote to me that one of its represen-
tatives will be present at Narita International Airport
to receive me, and he will arrange the rail journey
from Narita to Tokyo railway station. After reaching
the Tokyo station, | was surprised hearing form the
MIF Secretary General that my host professor will be
in the Kyoto station to receive me. This was the first
positive look about Japanese management to me.

At the right time, | found my host professor and
one of my co-nation standing beside the rail com-
partment. | left the rail and took another local rail for
the Minami Kusatsu station, and later we reached the
Ritsumeikan University campus by a local bus. The
host professor arranged a lodging in the International
housing for the days to furnish my apartment. The
next day, in the morning | met the host professor and
the lab members at Suzuki’'s Lab. Twenty research
students were present at the unofficial exchange oc-
casion. My eyes were fixed on the whiteboard for a
while. It was written, &I¥HC QMO (Meaning wel-
come to Japan) on a green-red paper. Professor
Suzuki showed me the sitting desk, workplace, his
lab, other facilities, etc. He also arranged a separate
room as | can call to my family members without dis-
turbing others. It was a great honor for me.

ShoNEORHERIT
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In the middle of June 2019, | received an enve-
lope; we are going to visit some historical places in
Japan. It was a ‘4-day and 3-night’ program around
Kyoto-Nara-Hiroshima. At the planned time, | met the
other MIF fellows at the Hotel Granvia Kyoto situated in
the Kyoto station building. We started our trip from the
hotel lobby and reached the ‘Kinkaku-ji’ (Golden Pavil-
ion Temple). The first floor is evocative of the Shinden
palace style, designed as an open space with adja-
cent verandas and uses natural, unpainted wood and
white plaster. The temple is a three-stored building and
each floor uses a different architectural style. The top
two stories are covered with pure gold leaf. The walls
and fenestration are made of shutters that can vary the
amount of light and air into the pavilion.

The trip advisor was saying- “Kyoto served as
Japan’s capital and the emperor’s residence from
8th to 19th century. Currently, it is one of the largest
cities in Japan bearing 1.6 million people. Over the
centuries, this city was devastated by many wars
and fires. This city was dropped from the list of the
targeted cities from the atomic bomb attack during
the WW-II due to its historic values” when we were
traveled by the tourist bus. Out next targeted place
was Arashiyama, which is an amazing place for the
tourist due to its green bamboo stalks growing up
in the sky. It is the home of several natural animals
like monkeys, birds, squirrels who are quite friendly
to tourists.

We had also visited the city of Nara which lies to the
south of Biwa lake in an idyllic setting surrounded by
tall hills, green forest, and some farmlands. The city
had become a cultural destination as the Nara was
the capital of Japan before Kyoto. The city of Nara
was surrounded by a lot of temples and shrines. The
‘todai-ji’ is one of the largest wooden building mon-
umental Buddhist temple complex in the world. The
world’s biggest bronze made Buddha statue which is
15-meter high and weighs over 500 tons is the main
beauty of the complex. The most attraction in Nara is
the Nara park, which is free for everyone without any
ticket. | couldn’t believe my eyes, thousands of tame
deers were ranging freely throughout the park.

The next day, we reached to railways platform and
ride on Sanyo shinkansen lines (high-speed train
line) to visit Hiroshima city and its surroundings. We
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dropped off the train and booked the Hotel Granvia
Hiroshima in the evening. We stayed in the hotel for
that night. The next morning, we had ridden on a
train to visit Miyajima, a beautiful island where Gods
dwell. It is said that ltsukushima Shrine has built it
on the coast because the whole island is believed
to be God’s body and is sanctified. It is located in
the sea and has a bold structure because of the
shape changes by the rising and falling tide. Also,
the scenery combined with the vermillion-lacquered
shrine building, green virgin forest on the back. The
vast extent of the site is mostly covered by virgin for-
est. There were a lot of souvenir shops, many restau-
rants which offer well-known conger testy appetites,
around the island.

The last day of our tour was on the Hiroshima atom-
ic bomb dome, currently known as Peace Memorial
Park. This is the center of Hiroshima city. During the
Edo era, this place was a thriving commercial cen-
ter where goods coming up the rivers on boats were
unloaded, then sold or sent elsewhere by land. In
the Meiji era, it was the political, administrative, and
commercial heart of Hiroshima. On 6th August 1945,
the first atomic bomb in history exploded directly over
this area. At the south edge of the park the Peace
Memorial Museum is situated. The bombings effec-
tively ended WW Il by bringing about the surrender
of Japan, but at a terrible price — the two cities were
destroyed and casualties, mostly civilians, were es-
timated at around 200,000, with many more people
dying later from injuries and illness.

| was not lucky enough. | had to come back to my
country for my illness. But, in my opinion, Japan is
the best place for researchers, tourists, etc. Not only
that the food is incredible. Japanese, the people of
Japan are ultra-polite. In conclusion, Japan is a per-
fect country for natural beauty, for its transportation
system, for the education system, its banking style,
unique architecture, and for its booming technolo-
gies, etc. (OCT. 2019)
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Dr. Yahia Abbas AMIN MOHAMED

Amazing MIF Program

First of all we would like to thank matsumae inter-
national foundation for giving us the chance to visit
Japan. Also we want to tell the chief of Matsumae
International Foundation that he chose excellent crew
to represent MIF. Crew of MIF was very helpful. They
do effort to make fellows are comfortable. Therefore,
we want to thank all of them.

Secondly, | want to say that | was happy by visiting
Japan and recognize Japanese culture. The program
of MIF for showing Japanese culture was great. There
is no doubt that if the people from different countries
recognize the culture and habits of each other, this
will lead to spread peace in all over the world. To
achieve peace, this requires hard effort and Japan
as one of the progressed countries has the ability to
play such role.

Japanese people are kind people. They also are
hard workers.

At the end, we wish best wishes for Japan.

Thanks a lot for all. (SEP 2019)
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Dr. Abdallah Ibrahim Mohammed Rabee AHMED

The Best Research Environment

Dear MIF staff and fellows,

It's my pleasure to share with you my experience
as MIF fellow. Travelling to Japan has been a life-al-
tering experience for me and it would not have been
possible without the fellowship that | received from
the Matsumae International Foundation (MIF). | grate-
fully acknowledge the funding received from MIF. | am
also grateful to a lot of people at MIF. First of all, Ms.
Yuka Amano for all her assistance and support she
gave to us before arriving Japan and throughout the
fellowship period. | also appreciate to Mr. Yosuke
Watanabe (Secretary General) and MIF members for
the warm welcome and guidance at the beginning
of the fellowship. | greatly appreciate all the facilities
that have been given to me that made possible such
a fruitful collaboration with Japan Advanced Institute
of Science and Technology (JAIST)/Kanazawa

My stay in Japan has been one of the most in-
spiring and fruitful periods of my scientific career. |
am grateful to Associate Professor Shun Nishimura
who let me visit his research group at JAIST to be-
gin professionally such a successful collaboration. |
have worked within the field of biomass valorization,
a central research topic in his lab, which is highly
important and interesting research area of cataly-
sis. In the project, two selected catalytic reactions
have been investigated during the fellowship period,
namely (i) the isomerization of glucose to fructose,
a key intermediate in the valorization of cellulosic
biomass, using an easily prepared and cost-effec-
tive mixed oxide catalysts, and (ii) the oxidation of
Hydroxymethylfurfural (HMF) to 2,5-Furandicarbox-
ylic acid (FDCA), a versatile building block for the
production of bioplastic (polyethylene furanoate,
PEF). From the first day in Professor Nishimura’'s
lab, I enjoyed the well-structured and friendly atmo-
sphere in a highly dynamic working environment.
JAIST is a great place for research, having a wide
range of state-of-the-art facilities and equipments,
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and surrounded by beautiful green mountains and
hilly landscapes. | look forward to visit JAIST again
for future collaborations and to continuing our work.

Additionally, | have got a great chance to touch the
fascinating Japanese culture and visiting the historic
treasures through a well-organized study tour with the
other MIF fellows. During this tour we have visited the
most famous sight-seeing spots in Kyoto, Nara, Miya-
jima Island and Hiroshima. We had a lot of information
about the history of Japan from a highly knowledge-
able and well-spoken tour guides who carefully cho-
sen by MIF. We also have had really a lot of fun during
these trips.

Finally, l would like to express my deep and sincere
appreciation to the staff members of MIF for such a
great experience. (SEP 2019)

MIF NEWSLETTER,/ Bilingual Edition No.4

THUO LTy 7 —HAREAZM B TEL TS5
BMF T HRDFE LI L THEL DM 1552 EATE
FL7zo ZLTENDHEIZELVIRIZN)TLZ,
O BRFEELLWRBROBE ST 5 2 TS M H o
RS, EATHILZHL LIFET,
(20194E9H =V71H)

15

<
)
[~
0
=
@)
=
ey
53!
=
&
Q
=
7
N
=
©




16

MIF NEWSLETTER,/ Bilingual Edition No.4

VOICE OF FELLOWS 2019

B

[ Kenya ]

Dr. Leonard Muriithi KIIRIKA

Matsumae International Fellowship-
from the Fellows Experience
and Perspective

Background

I was offered a 5-months long MIF, an opportuni-
ty that | highly appreciate. This support gave me a
chance to conduct research in Okayama University
at the department of Genetic Engineering, Faculty of
Agriculture, working with a soilborne pathogen caus-
ing bacterial wilt in solanaceous plants such as to-
matoes and potatoes. At the same time, the program
integrates in its objective an opportunity to learn and
appreciate the Japanese culture while promoting co-
hesion and curbing social disparities among foreign
nationals and Japan as well.

Experience
Being a young scientist who hails from Africa, and
one with wide experience while involved in research
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for several years in Europe and USA, the MIF gave me
a chance to experience how research feels like in an
Asian environment. Without being radical, the quali-
ty of research is /was great and translates to similar
perspectives as it is in other worlds. The experience
working with my Professor was great and | received
all the support to learn and execute the experiments.
The laboratory members were easy to integrate with
and welcoming. However, one seemingly bottleneck
that cuts across not only with the laboratory members
but everywhere, is language barrier. Not many could
clearly communicate in English, a language that
would increasingly smoother a nice bond between
the foreigners and the Japanese. On the other hand,
this gave me a chance to learn basics of Japanese
language as well.

Conclusion

This was a great honour to be offered this opportuni-
ty, of which | am very grateful and will abide to the MIF
mission of promoting peace and safety for all lives in
all areas through science. Thank you.  (AUG. 2019)
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Dr. Magdalena tUCZAK

The Report of a 3 Months Stay in Japan

My name is Magdalena tuczak, | am from Poland and
| have been staying in Japan through last 3 months
as a Fellow of the Matsumae International Founda-
tion. My stay proceeded without any administrative
and healthy problems. | have also successfully com-
pleted research studies, and now we are preparing a
manuscript of publications with the results obtained
during my fellowship. | had the pleasure to work in
excellent conditions, with my own office space, ame-
nities and access to all equipment. | was also provid-
ed with scientific and organizational support. | think
that my cooperation with Japanese scientist will be
continued after the end of the project. During my stay
here | also started a new international scientific coop-
eration with other Fellows of the MIF that in the future
may result in new projects.

However, in addition to the scientific element of my
stay in Japan, | also experienced many other amaz-
ing experiences here. A wonderful trip organized by
the MIF in June to Kyoto, Nara and Hiroshima en-
couraged me to explore Japan. Every weekend | tried
to visit some beautiful places, not only near Sendai,
where | lived, and see something new and gain the
knowledge about Japan and Japanese customs and
culture. | visited the picturesque and unique Yamade-
ra temple complex located in the mountains of Ya-
magata prefecture. | also went to Matsushima Bay in
Miyagi prefecture with the beautiful Zuiganji Temple
and enjoyed spectacular landscapes of the islands
during the ferry cruise and tasted flavorful oysters. |
had the chance to sense an unforgettable Onsen ex-
perience. That traditional Japanese style bathing ex-
perience in a hot pool surrounded by nature, gave
me a possibility to feel physically and mentally
relaxation, | have never experienced. Opportunity of
contact with Japanese nature also gave me a trip to
the Oze National Park, an excellent hiking area rich
in colorful and precious plants and animals. During
the same trip | visited beautiful Nikko National Park
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with many shrines and temples, mountainous land-
scapes, lakes and waterfalls. Finally, during O-bon
holiday | went to Nagano, the city that hosted the
Winter Olympic Games in 1998, | visit there amazing
Zenkoji Temple and hiked in scenic Northern Japa-
nese Alps. | will never forget these beautiful places.

| owe all above experiences to the Japanese peo-
ple who accepted me in their environment and tried
to show me a small piece of Japan, their culture, na-
ture and cuisine. | went to Nagano at the invitation of
my Japanese friend who allowed me to stay at her
parents’ home and gave me the opportunity to learn
Japanese family traditions. The Japanese organized
a lot of tours around Japan for me and revealed to
me plenty of completely different Japanese “faces”:
at work, during trips and baseball match, Nagashi
Somen, Tanabata Festival, traditional tea ceremony
or karaoke event. Exploring of the Japanese cultural
horizons was the most amazing thing for me here. Ja-
pan delighted me with its culture, beautiful temples,
shrines and delicious food.

Traditions and culture are deeply rooted in Japan.
However, in my opinion, the best part of this beautiful
country are Japanese people, very generous, friend-
ly, hospitable and extremely strong. During my stay
in Japan | also visited Hiroshima city, Peace Memo-
rial Park and Atomic-Bomb museum. These places
made a very strong impression on me, | felt there an-
ger as well as pain and sadness. And | realized one
thing, the Japanese are a very strong nation. Who
arose like a giant after the Second World War, rebuilt
everything again, better, but still remembers.

| met in Japan wonderful Japanese people and |
have never experienced such hospitality. This is the
beauty of Japan, this is what makes this country so
incredible and unique. | felt at home here. It was a big
honor to reside in Japan and | am delighted every-
thing | have experienced here. Japan and the Jap-
anese will stay in my heart forever. Thank you very
much the MIF.

Yours sincerely, Magdalena tuczak (AUG. 2019)
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R E

Magdalena Luczak (201948 H HF—=FF)
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Dr. Marta Julia FIOLKA
[ Poland

B

Appreciation for Meeting Numerous People
and Experiences

It is a great pleasure for me to write a few sen-
tences for MIF. | was on a three- month fellowship
at Chiba University in Japan. It was a special pe-
riod in my life. Chiba University is very friendly to
foreigners. They just feel very good there. | could
work using highly specialized laboratory equipment,
analyze interesting biological samples from around
the world under the guidance of the outstanding
scientist host Professor - Nozomu Takeuchi in the
Department of Earth Sciences. Algae, cryoconites
and invertebrates living in glaciers in different places
of the globe were analyzed, using scanning elec-
tron microscopy. Mineral particles, algae, bacteria,
and amorphous organic matter form small dark col-
ored granules. The granules contain bacteria with a
mucus-like substance, and the surface of the gran-
ules is covered with filamentous blue-green algae.
Observations in the scanning microscope allowed
precise observation of the algal surface and loca-
tion of bacteria in the cryoconite granule. The ana-
lyzes were successful and we received interesting
results. There was a very nice working atmosphere
in the laboratory. Professor N. Takeuchi was not only
a model of professionalism in his field, but also a
great educator of students.

However, apart from the scientific side, other as-
pects of this fellowship in Japan are also very import-
ant. | met great people, outstanding scientists and
nice, involved in work students. | made friends with
students and doctoral students. | hope that the scien-
tific cooperation will continue well in the near future.
| am very happy that | was able to participate in the
MIF program and | thank the MIF professors: Prof. T.
Hashimoto MIF’'s Chairperson, Prof , Prof. K. Kataya-
ma and Prof. Y. Nishi and employees especially for
Mr. Y. Watanabe and and Mrs. Y. Amano for this op-
portunity. It enriched my professional experience and
increased friendly contacts. During the fellowship |

ELDHE IS

TAHT EBS AT W A OEH 2 2D THBMEVHL LiFEd,
RIZH D7 20—y 7 TT-HRFI3H AR BHEHICED
FL7zo EESLW3AHATLZ, THERFIIIE LT
AT ETH LIV K T2, WFFETIE. B
\ZH PR FE iR R TV R, AT TH L
EREHAER M B AR O LA OFGEEZ T, IR O
TRIRL 72w TV D G EATVEL 2 AR RE -3
MR VT, HEk o &Il ki A B A EE, 7Y
FaAFAN EHHEB WAL T 72, SR T8, N
707 FEMBEOE ML > T W B EOR T2
L CTWTC, ZOR IR R O E A 5 W %37 7Y
THREENTBY), WTFORMIKIROEETHEDONLTNE
T EAME MO BT, 2T 3T A MBS
BREMENZTFITOMBZIEMICEE T I TEIL
7o SATIZENS M 7L, BHRIROWRE R ONELT,
W1 ETHRWIRPAA Tz P IZH M4 513
FAWFEH D THHI) 2T, LI S>TORRLHEFEHXRT
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WTUWZEERHSTWET . RO TTar I AIZBNTE2S
LAERMIBLLENET, COBAY 5 2 TS H
M ROGARBIGE, FHEo R LE—d4, BH



lived in the International House, where | could meet
scientists from around the world.

Japan is very beautiful and | had the opportunity to
see some of this beauty and visit a lot of interesting
places. | hope that in the near future | will be able to
show my friends from Japan my homeland-Poland.
| assume that | brought the element of my culture
into the environment in which | worked, because the
diversity of cultures makes us richer in personali-
ty. Three months is a short period of time, but long
enough to say goodbye with great sadness. | am very
happy that after returning the contact with scientists
and students has not expired. Every morning | check
the messages that come via the Internet. The time dif-
ference between Japan and Poland is seven hours.
Messages that come at night are mostly from friends
from Japan. And let it stay as long as possible. | hope
that the bridge between Poland and Japan will get
bigger and stronger. (AUG. 2019)
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[ Malaysia ]

Dr. Mohd Rosli MOHD HASAN

Valuable Opportunity to Learn about
Japanese Culture and Society

There are three elements that | like the most about
Japan, which are the Technology, people Attitude and
the Garden concept. In terms of summing up my ex-
perience in Japan, | can honestly say that accepting
the MIF fellowship is a great decision to well experi-
ence the beautiful Land of the Rising Sun.

I'm the 14th fellow from Malaysia to receive sup-
port from the Matsumae International Foundation for
a short research stay in Japan. | had an opportunity
to conduct research and learn about Japanese pave-
ment technology at Taiyu Kensetsu Co. Ltd. The three
months stay in Japan is a splendid period under the
supervision of Dr Nakanishi Hiromitsu. | work with oth-
er team members to develop a new asphalt modifier to
improve the performance of porous asphalt pavement
in the tropics. Additionally, experimental conditioning
and testing protocols had been instigated to study the
wash-out phenomenon on the roads due to the effect
of temperature, water scouring, and continuous load-
ing. | also had the opportunity to discover numerous
sustainable pavement technologies in order to provide
a better condition for the environment and human, for
example, heat reflective pavement, water retention
pavement, permeable pavement and etcetera.

The warmth and generosity shown to me by
the MIF officers, Japanese friends and colleagues
during my stay in Japan is the memory of which
| shall always treasure. It is obvious that the Jap-
anese are very helpful and accommodating. The
people are always polite and show their respect to
others, regardless of race, religion and nationality,
as well as very disciplined and humble.

Since | was akid, | love the Japanese stone lantern,
which is one of the features of the Japanese garden.
While staying in Japan, | never miss a chance to enter
any place with stone lanterns inside. The Japanese
garden concept evolved from the landscaping and
closely associated with the art of stone arrangement,

BAOXL - H2EMBIRELHS

APBKELARDOZES L 8% 3 BT -nenEg,
ity MANOELS, ZFLTHARER OB &P 35T, H
A TORBRERIET 5L, BATEE KM o7 20—y
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HIL 32 EOFEL S IHRETEE L2,

W HOHR— M 2 CTHISE R AE D72 D HARIT R /-~ L —
YT AN7zu—i, RTI4ABTY . BRI KA EREAS
FCHARDE AR A R L AR RO RS2 R EL
7eo HARWIED 3H M. HPHILGSADTIREDHET, T
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T, SR EEICBER L, DATHLERIELL, HHFE 28,
HAIELGERE T,

AT AEDSHAZE R DR OVUEDTH LA KT HiH
ECTL7z0 HAWAEHIE, ATHE R T 2L 0§22
FoTWEL/ HARER OB &I ER LB LIZDDT,



which are an integral part of the gardens. The con-
cept gives many impressions to those who appreci-
ate them and it moves people in various ways with full
of sophisticated sense of beauty and aesthetic. Due
to this, | had visited and spent hours in different gar-
dens, parks and shrines almost every weekend as my
routine exercise.

The MIF programs offer a unique and enriching
academic connection, yet it does not stop at the
research only. There are various opportunities pre-
arranged to discover Japanese history, culture and
society directly, which would obviously be impossible
outside of Japan. The generosity of the MIF program
allows the fellow to take full advantage of all the op-
portunities provided, without having to worry about
the financial aspect. | had a chance to explore the
culture and beauty of the ancient Japanese culture
in Nagoya, Kyoto, Hiroshima and Nara. The MIF has
shown a great effort in spreading peace messages to
the global community through international fellows. A
visit to the Atomic Bomb Memorial area and museum
in Hiroshima was a very emotional moment to see
the effect of the atomic bomb, difficulty and unimag-
inable pain experienced by the survivors in the entire
life after the bombing. It is essential to bear in mind
that the use of the atomic bomb should be complete-
ly avoided. The three Japanese principles (cleanli-
ness, consider others and avoid wastage) are very
essential to create peace in every corner of the world.
This also enriched and deepened my understanding
of Japanese culture, nature, and the landscape. The
MIF also invites fellow to enjoy the Tokyo city for the
last three days before leaving Japan. Besides that, |
had given the opportunity to attend the Japan Society
of Civil Engineers (JSCE) annual meeting and the In-
ternational Summer Symposium at Kagawa Universi-
ty. Kagawa is well known for its Udon noodles, which
are named after the prefecture's old name Sanuki.

| will always remember the kindness of the MIF of-
ficers, and | would love to contribute back by spread-
ing good words about the Matsumae International
Foundation Fellowship program. The fellowship has
definitely nurtured and fostered the precious intellec-
tual spirit and sharing. It provides the best platform
for researchers from different countries to know each
other and initiate collaboration. (SEP 2019)
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Dr. Defri YONA

[ Indonesia J

B

Fellowship Program Helping to Be
a Better Person

Before, | have never heard about MIF Fellowship Pro-
gram and | felt so lucky to have the opportunity to be
accepted as one of the fellows in 2019. Looking back
at statistic MIF gave me during the opening ceremo-
ny, | realized that MIF Fellowship Program has been
there since 1980 and one of my professors during my
undergrad study was one of the fellows in the early
years. It is really amazed me to know about this fact.

For my fellowship program, | was accepted in the
Prof. Atsuhiko Isobe’s laboratory in the Research
Institute of Applied Mechanics (RIAM) Kyushu Uni-
versity, in Fukuoka. During my 6 months stay, | ex-
perienced many things from the academic life in the
university to daily life in Japan.

Prof. Isobe is an expert in microplastics and ocean
modelling. Il am very lucky to be able to learn more about
microplastics and how it moves in our ocean under his
supervision. | have the chance to go on a microplas-
tic sampling cruise in Sagami Bay and met with other
researchers in the same field from different institutions.
The laboratory members are very nice and helpful to me.
| always have lunch together with Tanaka-san (Sensei's
secretary) and sometimes with Takashima-san and Ya-
maguchi-san (our laboratory assistants) and during that
lunch time we shared a lot of information either about
Japan or Indonesia. We learnt many things from each
other. The students are also very nice, even though they
are a little bit shy. To make us closer, Kida sensei (an-
other professor in our laboratory) asked the students
to take me to one famous temple in Fukuoka (Dazaifu
Temple). It was such a good idea because from this trip
| got to know the students better.

During my 6 months stay in Fukuoka, | have the
opportunity to travel to same places in Japan. | have
the chance to visit my Indonesian friend in Sendai
and met another fellow from Poland (Magda) who is
doing her research at Tohoku University. | travelled a
lot around Fukuoka and | even went to an onsen. |
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never thought that | will go to onsen in my life, but it
was a really good experience for me.

The best part was when MIF arranged a study tour
for its fellow members. During my study tour, | met
another 13 fellows from many different countries who
stay in many different cities in Japan. It was an amaz-
ing experience, to meet new people from many differ-
ent cultural background and field of studies. The visit
to Kyoto and Nara let us know about Japan culture,
the visit to Hiroshima let us know about the impor-
tance of world peace and the visit to Mazda Museum
let us know about modern technology. It was a one
complete package tour for us to understand the goal
of the foundation.

Thank you MIF for giving me this wonderful oppor-
tunity. | hope to be a better person (personally and
academically) through this fellowship program.

(NOV. 2019)
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[ Nigeria }

Dr. Patrick Akata NWOFE

My Post-doctoral Research Fellowship Stay
in Japan

| arrived in Tokyo Narita Airport on June 12, 2019 for
the MIF post-doctoral research fellowship at Tokyo
University of Science, Noda Campus, Japan. The
MIF team gave me a very warm welcome as some-
one was already waiting for me at the arrival lobby,
kept me company till | arrived at the hotel provided for
me by MIF. On the following day, | was accompanied
by the MIF person to MIF office where | met the most
friendly and dedicated team (Watanabe-san, and
Yuka-san). They gave me a warm reception, guided
me on the necessary bits and documentation, and
handed me my allowance. Prof Mutsumi Sugiyama
arrived later and we proceeded to Noda Campus.
It was also another grand reception as | arrived in
Sugiyama Laboratory, Department of Electrical En-
gineering, Faculty of Science and Technology, Tokyo
University of Science, Noda Campus, Japan.
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One of the most remarkable events of my life was the
MIF guided tour for the MIF Fellows. We visited differ-
ent UNESCO World heritage sites including the Atom-
ic Bomb Dome, Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum,
messengers of the god’s (Nara deer), Kiyomizu-dera
temple, Kinkaju temple (Golden pavilion), among oth-
ers. Throughout the tour, we were exposed to different
aspect of Japanese culture, Japanese history, Japa-
nese technology, and peace in the world to be made a
priority. We were adequately entertained including our
transport from our various destinations. Additionally,
the last days of feastivity was the sight-seeing tour
in Tokyo which led us to the “Imperial Garden”, and
Edo Museum among other places of interest that we
visited. | will not forget to mention the impact of the
inspiring video and ideals of the great founder of MIF
foundation on our graduation ceremony.

The MIF team have been very wonderful in re-
sponding to my needs throughout my research stay.
| felt home and deeply cared for.

| enjoyed every bit of my interaction with MIF, my
host Professor and the University community, and
the entire Japanese people from my arrival till date.

| thank the MIF Foundation for this rare and gold-
en opportunity.

Peace to all Countries in the World. Peace to Ev-
eryone. Give Peace a Chance! (NOV. 2019)
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[ Ukraina J

Dr. Yelizaveta CHERNYSH

Toward the Development of Technologies
that Contribute to Harmonize Nature
with Human

Dear MIF staff,

My research stay in Japan was very active not only
in research, both in terms of familiarizing myself with
Japanese equipment and technology, and in terms
of culture discovering. | was not only involved in the
implementation of my research short staying goals.
Also new ideas and opportunities were discussed
for further research cooperation, which | hope will
be possible.

I've been thinking a lot under visiting original cul-
tural and natural places in different parts of Japan.
For the first time in my life, | had the opportunity to
see the ocean. | am very grateful for the study tour
for fellows with visits to Kyoto, Nara and Hiroshima,
which was organized by the Matsumae International
Foundation. It was especially important for me to vis-
it Hiroshima. The problem of radiation pollution and
the health of the population is very important for my
country as well.

| really want that all scientific research will be di-
rected towards the development of technologies that
contribute to the improvement of environmental con-
ditions and the harmonization of relations between
nature and human beings. The value of saving life on
our planet is very tangible in Japan.

The cultural heritage of your country and the kind-
ness of your people will remain in my heart forever.

| am deeply grateful that MIF has given me such a
unique opportunity to visit Japan under the fellowship
programme and a huge thank to the MIF staff for their
excellent support, which has made my stay in Japan
so exciting. | hope this is a start that has opened up
new prospects for cooperation between my university
in Ukraine and Japanese universities. And in the fu-
ture | will have the opportunity to visit Japan again for
joint projects realization.

With best wish, Yelizaveta Chernysh  (NOV. 2019)
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[ Colombia J

Dr. Alejandro BUILES JARAMILLO

Wonderful Opportunities for Me
to Grow as a Person

Dear MIF Family,

Not even in my wildest dreams did | think that |
would spend a season in Japan as a researcher, and
when | achieved it thanks to the Matsumae Internation-
al Foundation | felt deep gratitude and consider you as
my Japanese family. MIF fellowships are a great op-
portunity for researchers to advance their work not only
with the support of the foundation but also to have the
opportunity to work with researchers form the leading
institutions in Japan. It is an incomparable experience
that | can now share with my colleagues and students
in Colombia, to encourage them to follow their convic-
tions and to continue with their research independent-
ly of the limitations, since these types of opportunities
are evidence that hard work pays off.

Even before the day | arrived in Japan, the MIF
family procured that everything was on wheels with
me and with my stay, and thanks to them and my
colleagues at the Aihara Lab in the University of To-
kyo, | had a smooth adaptation process. During my
five-month stay at the University of Tokyo, | was able
to dedicate my full time to continue with the research
that | have been developing since my doctoral the-
sis, even managing to form a working group with
colleagues from Japan, Colombia, and Brazil. Also
during these months | was able to experience the cul-
ture of Japan, its food, its climate, the incredible hab-
itat for the research they have, and to go to wonderful
places such as Kyoto, Hiroshima, Nara, Kamakura,
Hakone, and Nikko which amazed me for its beauty
and the kindness and bonhomie of its inhabitants.

Hydroclimatology is one of the main topics on
which | have concentrated my research, living the ty-
phoon season during my stay in Japan represented
a very important experience to enrich my knowledge
about the terrestrial climate and how a community
can prepare for such hazards. Although in my coun-
try we have suffered the rigors of the armed con-

AELTHRL=RIBES LS

PLBE 1 HARTIT I RS i R ¥ ke

FEPHEGHPIIIEE L L THARITIHIETEHLIIFITDE -
TR o720 T, AT EIBE KA F O B2 TZ DS
L 722 &, BT LDIKDHH DD B VF L, ZLTH
FOZEZARICVBRIEDINIELTVET, RO 7x
T—v 713, MEEICE ST RO %52 2 A3 5E
ZEDHNS) 2T, HARO E R ORIFEH LEBITHIZES
HREEDFFTCHEBOSLVT X VAT o SOMPIHRR D
T2WRERIZOWT, BIERIZaa BT DR F L7 B
il AT XY AR B IINFE R A TR DTN 0, %
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AADSHARIZENZE T 2RI 25, WAEFICh /2o TR HE
G EHI)HOPLOTTHETRL TLEE 572 MIF 773
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IN—T%H LIFAZELTEE L, [FIFIZ, HARD LR
B, S ZUCTHRIEOMT 2R BB A2 8D TEEL
7o Fzw HAR LB AR BA. SR Bt oaRiE
N RTDEINT LIz, TOENTIDELILZIL



flict for more than 50 years, in Hiroshima | had the
opportunity to see the horrors that war can reach,
therefore enhancing my conviction that peace is the
only way in which we can interact as civilized com-
munities that want to improve the conditions of the
humankind.

The day to day interaction with people in the Uni-
versity and the city was always cordial, the Japa-
nese people think about the well-being of the other,
which makes life very easy and bearable, so time in
Japan goes flying even though you are away from
your home country and your family. | believe that
this has been a great opportunity to continue my
research, to strengthen ties of collaboration with
peers around the world, to enrich my academic
profile, but above all things to make me grow as
a person, for which | thank with all my heart to the
MIF family.

With all my best wishes, and hoping to meet in
the near future!! (NOV. 2019)
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[ Cameroon

Dr. Faustin Pascal MANFO TSAGUE

What a Wonderful Experience!

Though | had visited a neighbouring country in Asia,
this was the first time that | set foot on the soil of Ja-
pan. | had two objectives in mind when traveling to
Japan for the MIF fellowship: research activities and
discovery of the Japanese lifestyle/culture. While my
visit has officially come to an end, | can confidently
say that both points were met, after sixth-month stay
at the Laboratory of Toxicology (Hokkaido University)
thanks to the incessant effort and the flexibility of MIF
and my host research team.

| spent quite significant time in the Laboratory
of Toxicology at Hokkaido University and this has
enabled me to learn some advanced techniques
and instrumentation for toxicological analyses, and
generate some interesting results worth publishing.
| am therefore grateful to Prof. Yoshinori IKENAKA
who has made everything possible for my research
activities to move smoothly. | am also indebted to
Prof. Mayumi ISHIZUKA for advising and involving
me in the Chemical Hazard Control Expert Certi-
fication program. It has been a great opportunity
working in such a conducive and well equipped en-
vironment, and | look forward to continuing collab-
oration. | really enjoyed my stay in Sapporo, a town
| was exploring progressively over the weekends.
| also had the opportunity to attend conferences
both in Hokkaido and Saitama Prefecture for ex-
tended knowledge.

The tour arranged by MIF to historical and cultural
places enabled me to get acquainted with the history
of Japan, and have a better understanding of how
the country developed its potentials in technology.
The visit of ancient large woody structures such as
famous temples in Nara and Kyoto (Todaiji and Kiyo-
mizudera temples), representations of the Edo era in
the Edo-Tokyo Museum, as well as the railway muse-
um, were quite enjoyable and enlightening.

The most impressing of them all was my visit at
the Hiroshima, where | perceived the devastating ef-
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fects of the atomic bombing operated seventy-four
years ago, and saw the ruins of Hiroshima Prefec-
ture, being symbolic, and testifying the tragedy. This,
added to the story through the Peace Memorial Mu-
seum, reiterated in me the importance of permanent
peace throughout the world, as advocated by the MIF
founder, Dr. Shigeyoshi MATSUMAE.

Indeed, it has been a great opportunity, with signif-
icant impact in my career, and | would like to recom-
mend students and researchers to consider visiting
Japan to gain valuable experience. | am grateful to
Ms Yuka AMANO, Mr WATANABE and all members of
The MIF, for the opportunity enabling me to discover
Japan. | also appreciate their close follow-up to make
sure | had a pleasant stay in Japan. (DEC. 2019)
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The Earth and People Museum in Bulgaria
Pay Tribute to the Victims of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki

[ Bulgaria ]

Only this day in the “Giant Crystals” Hall of the mu-
seum can be seen the “Hiroshima Stone”-a piece of
the street pavement of the guard, over which in 1945
was released the first in the history of mankind atomic
bomb.

In the world there are only 188 such stones, and on
each is etched bas-relief of the Japanese goddess
of mercy-cannon. In 1991 they were shipped to the
leaders of the 188 countries in the world, as a symbol
of the aspiration for peace for all mankind. In 1991,
at the initiative of the “Stone for Peace” Internation-
al Association, these stone pieces — survivors of the
atomic Apocalypse — were sent to the leaders of the
188 countries in the world, as the epitome of hope for
the peace of all mankind.

The Bulgarian “Hiroshima Stone” was handed over
to the museum “Earth and People” in 1997 by the
President of the Republic of Bulgaria with the com-
mitment “the Day of Mercy” to be celebrated appro-
priately. This year the commemoration of the date is
held for 22 consecutive time. (AUG. 2019)

- 2017 MIF FELLOW —

Dr. Maria Atanassova PETROVA
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B

Appointed a Full Professor

Dear MIF,

I would like to send many greetings to MIF and MIF
fellows.

It is my pleasure to inform you that | became a full
professor this June. Enclosed you can find a photo
from the ceremonial in Prague.

It was really a great experience for me to stay in Ja-
pan for six months. This influenced not only my pro-
fessional but also private life. Thank you very much
again for the opportunity to work in Professor Noboru
Yoshimura laboratory with his great colleagues at Aki-
ta University.

Best wishes to MIF and Japan

[ Czech ]

(AUG. 2018)

— 2005 MIF FELLOW —
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Prof. Dr. Ing. Radomir GONO
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Learning about Japanese History and the Importance
of Peaceful Use of Science and Technology

HARDIE L EFH AP FAF O HEME 242 5

Study Tours in Japan

The Matsumae International Foundation offers study tours in Japan for scholarship fellows to experience
Japanese history and learn about the importance of using science and technology for peaceful purposes
with high ethical values. In fiscal 2019, the first study tour was held from June 30 to July 2 and the second
from September 16 to 19.

During each study tour, fellows visited historical sites such as Kinkaku-ji Temple in Kyoto or Todai-ji
Temple in Nara in order to learn firsthand about Japanese history and traditions. Later, fellows traveled
to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum and the Genbaku (Atomic Bomb) Dome in Hiroshima to view
the aftermath of the atomic bombing and to learn the importance of contributing to world peace by using
science and technology for the right reasons.

ERRHERTT 2R
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Kinkaku-ji Temple, Kyoto (First tour),/ =#B - % $1E Peace Memorial Park, Hiroshima (Second tour) /A& - FFE&AE 52E

Genbaku Dome, Hiroshima (First tour) /58 - RIEN—L E1E Peace Memorial Park, Hiroshima (Second tour) /586 - SFAIE&AR 2
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To Honor Fellows’ Efforts
WHED R F 2 TR 2T

Graduation Ceremony

Prior to fellows returning to their home countries, the graduation ceremony is held to recognize the out-
comes of their training over the previous several months. During the ceremony, each fellow is presented with
a completion certificate and commemorative medal. Fellows also participate in a networking session with
foundation stakeholders including the Chair, which serves as an opportunity to look back on their thoughts
of living in Japan and research outcomes, and to discuss their future ambitions as researchers.
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The Matsumae International Foundation

4-14-46, Kamiogi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 167-0043 JAPAN
@ http://www.mif-japan.org [ e-mail: contact@mif-japan.org
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{ ABOUT THE COVER ] %#izou\T

The view of the Japanese garden as seen from the Secretariat of the Matsu-
mae International Foundation. The foliage in Tokyo turns red and yellow in
early December, making for a dazzling spectacle.
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